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of composition is to 
speak the truth. 
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AUSTIN |, 

So far the candidates for 
state office this year are be-' 
having like English gentle- 
men bracing themselves for 
polite discussion of the un- 
pleasant truths. 

While not, himself, coming for- 
ward with the long-range state 
tax plan he has announced he will 
announce, gubernatorial candidate 
Jack Cox has opened his campaign 
against Gov. Price Daniel over a 
state network by charging him in 
effect with fiscal failure without 
“offering a clear-cut, above-board, | 
understandable, and effective plan | 
for putting our financial house in| 
order.” 

Daniel, Cox charged, went into 
office with a $57 million general 
fund balance; asked for and ob- 
tained $188 million in new taxes; 
but the state is now more than $75 
million in the red; and “the talk | 
in Austin is of another new and) 
additional tax bill of $200 to $250 
million.” 

On top of this, Cox said, Daniel | 
has made the schools “a political 
football,” has been “about to do | 
something for the teachers” ever | 
since he took office but “has dene | 
nothing,” has “mistreated the elder 
citizens of Texas” in ways he said 
he will discuss later, and has mis- 
handled lobbyist control, which 
Cox also promised to discuss later. 

Daniel has been on the public 
payroll since 1937, while, Cox said 
of himself, “I am not a profes- 
sional politician.” Cox asked for 
contributions so he can “tell you 
the complete story” on television. 

Cox said he had been assured 
Lyndon Johnson will stay out of | 
the governor's race. 





Gentlemanly Politics 


Meanwhile, Atty. Gen. Will Wil- 
son and challenger Waggoner Car1 


slapped each other with white 
gloves while darkhorse Bob 
Looney, Austin lawyer, circled 
them thoughtfully 

All three appeared before 


COPE's candidates’ session in Aus- 
tin (see related story). “There are 


no labor issues in my race—I 
talked to them about basic law 
enforcement,” said Wilson “— 


didn't tell them anything I haven't | 
said Carr. 


Wilson said that the of 
ethics law for state legislators | 
needs to be tightened. When the| 
bill passed, it would seem, 
“those who opposed the bill de- 
cided it would be best to join up| 
for the bill on the surface but to| 
take bites out of it with amend- 
ments that it lost its mean- 
ing,” Wilson said. 


Announcing Bob Singleton of 
Houston his man- 
ager, Wilson said the issue in his 
race is “how vigorous you enforce 
the law. That always divides some 
of the folks.” 


told anyone else,” 


code 


was 


so 


as campaign 





“In this campaign,” he said, “the | 
people will decide if they really | 
want the laws enforced against | 
gambling and loan sharks.” 


} 





In San Antonio Speaker Carr 
told the American Legion that the | 
average Texan yays one-third of | 
his total income in various taxes, | 
and “stronger individual citizen- 
ship is needed to keep 
ment from becoming 
burdensome, and wasteful. 
People must decide whether they 
are going to pay more and more in 


govern- 


too large, 


(Continued on Page 2) 


| aiding nor hindering the efforts of 


|“because of her devotion to the 
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COPE Backs 





ing 
not to discuss the proceedings out-| 
side of the ranks of labor and to 
‘abide by the decisions of the | 
; Majority” in the caucus (a pledge | 


} limited, said Fred Schmidt of the 


state labor office, to COPE mem-} 
bers present, and not extending | 
to union members in general.) 


| 
The Johnson Matter 

Texas labor’s resolution on the | 
Johnson matter genially embraced | 
the Democratic nominee, which- | 
ever candidate is nominated. 

All delegates to the Democratic 
“should be 
their support 
nominees 


required | 
to the 
whoever 


conventions 
pledge 
Democratic 
they may be.” the resolution de- | 
clared. The Democratic Party, it| 
was said, “is indeed fortunate to 
have so many able, qualified men | 


to 


| {rom whom to choose its nominees. | 
| Within the United States 


Senate | 
alone, there are many great men, | 
all of whom are qualified to hold | 
the nation’s highest office. Should j 
the party choose any one of these, | 
all Democrats could well be} 
proud.” 

(Some students of grammatical | 
construction noted that all of 
these kind remarks applied some- 
what indistinctly to “many great} 
men” in the Senate.) 

National AFL-CIO policy “states | 
that organizations within the AFL- 
CIO should take no position 
garding the candidates for party 
nomination for president and vice- 
president,” the resolution said. 
“We concur this and accord- 
ingly adopt the policy of neither 


re 


in 


any candidate for the Democratic 
nomination We wish them 
all well and pledge to the one 
who becomes the nominee our 
every effort secure labor's 
vigorous support for their elec- 


to 


tion. 
Mrs. Randolph was commended 


party and her untiring efforts in 
its behalf’ and for her “courage- 
(Continued on Page 2) 





Power Fight. ' 
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and the candidates knows what] aaa apna sein tanita 
happened in the closed sessions | e 
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Union leaders entering the meet-| Abi e r) S Foll 
at the Austin Hotel pledged | $ 
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The town's ome mud puddles in th 
the city fathers ar . intimating g 
ers, the preacher He said he ( 
all of Abilene } they wanted “to live 
from the graviti¢ 
plosions, myster I take it bv ‘wet’ vou d 
Cuban-Russian e fle are S , 
and the teache: nne me the ‘ 
impacted contr 
new town of In 9 aa ent de I 
of Abilene’s cit; ¥ z 
is I na a revoke I 
_ The morning of the elect Hi 
deadline fot pi : Pee eon . 
passed, Dallas Ps f supt a rere 
tising man, ar hon tens ister the < P 
a r, preser Renee , tthe Betroks Clul 
Balsbe a petitior ; t jiscus nnexing the area: at 
. wes to - r 30 that afternoon they annexed 
47 — “pe walen ly Impact, but othe ecarby 
InCIUGINE 29 hat might be incorpora 
55 houses Maw, George Minter said th 
ae +4 th y 
make Abilene 7 sebasciai gees 
in Impact. But ppbiy ones — “ — 
pernicious scher a jen ee ; 
sted tue forme tot Undaunted, Perkins and S 
had been obser, Is anne unee d thev would go 
| eindtien. Mut thi head with the election. Althoug! 
ot tea Abilon Abilene Reporter-News had 
in aa and a four-column picture of one 
igner for the election who said 


would personal : 
. vanted to withdraw from the 


sons living in Imy 


sent to all n tter, and reported “rumors 
with mem! 10 others of the 29 poll tax 
ance with memt 
jers in the area had change 
The Rev. Norm: 
of the First Ct minds; although pres 
16 itS ti 
president of t the ministers did their t fe 
resident o ; ; 
hat tt although the election had 
what the 
tear head een revoked, the voting pr 
ciear eadas 
Py | , ofyyl] + ») ‘ ’ 
eedaea peacefully ‘ electio 
Don Morris, pré oe . Me < 
ive Dallas whine’ mao 
9% idge Wallas € INS : nome, 
Christian Colleg 
1 or f f * 
, he results were 27 to 0 for i 
help if he cot ' 
poration 
Christ announced thea 
P tr oa) . Mfirced ¢ int ) 
the city’s efforts If Ingalsbe refused to count the 
tec y Orre : nc Y yo Se 
Ingalsbe, under votes, Sorrells was going to di 


stances, called a trict court to force him to count 
and 300 people atts I y | them 

had hired attorn to} “I'm very pleased with the re- 
handle its case. | Im-| sults,” Perkins said after the polls 
pact was not a “‘t a | closed at 7 p.m. and the 27 votes 
as set forth in tI There; were counted. “It shows the una- 


nimity of the inhabitants of Im- 
| pact. I thought it was a very 


turnout.” 


were no schools, ch 


are j = good 


inesses in the ; 
rells retorted that « y was 











LONE STAR GETS 
HALF ITS LOAF 


e The long fight of 328 Texas 
cities against Lone Star Gas’s 














application for a_ ten-cent-per- 
thousand-cubic-feet increase was 
settled when the Texas Railroad 
Commission allowed Lone Star 
an increase of 5.4 cents, or about 
18 percent. The company an- 
nounced it accepted the decision 
and will ask city councils for more 
raises. The commission said no- 
thing about the company’s request 
for semi-annual revision of the 
rate to vary with gas costs in the 
field. 

Th i ; 

e Week in Texas 

@ In Austin, a city council 
deadlock, 3-2, with Mayor T 
Miller in the minority, stood firm 
for a “letter of intent” to buy gas 
from a named company at a named 
price. Critics said the rate was 
too high and the procedure im- 


proper. The city attor said the 


ney 


letter is a le oa agreement but 
could be rep ated 
In oe Hou uston Post, reporter 


Ron Moskowitz revealed that 
the Houston 
rejected $23 million 


aid, which therefore 


school board last year 
in federal 
went to other 


Texas schools. Boycotted by the 
Houston board are the national de- 
fense educatior surplus food. 


school milk, schoo! lunch, and sur- 
plus property programs 
@ State Hospital Board mem- 
bers are advised by executive 
director Raymond Vowell that the 
state will need 4,325 new beds 
care for the mentally ill by 1962- 
1963, making allowance for 
population growth. 
@ Linda-Jo Shoe Co. 
in Gainesville voted against 
a union, 279-181, in an election in 
which 40 votes have been chal- 
lenged 
oe The ceiling of ac 
fell in Temple h school, 
covering typewriters and desks 
with debris: but the children were 
at noon The school 
built Repairs are 
made 
@ Racial news turned up all 
the In Amarillo 
judge Dooley ruled 
Amarillo Negro could 
denied entrance to West 
Texas State College at Canyon 
State's attorney Henry Braswell 
admitted the Negro had 
barred of his 


barred because 


to 


no 


workers 


assroom 





was 


being 


recess 


1911 


in 


over state 
federal 
that an 


not be 


Joe 


been 





colleges wa were integrate 


Saic tne .aWw is Ciear tnhat 


Dooley 
this reasoning will 
law of the country 


hat “"™, 2 
not hold The 


has now been 





decided by the Supreme C 
he said 
@ ™ empt of four Negroes 
to w he right to use Syl- 
va Beac irk in Harris County 
was turned aside by federal judge 
Joe Or ail Houston, who 
i exhausted ad- 
$s V r eupo! 
ev WI ¢ ec n pa s di- 
| he y w ll g t 
the c comm ssioners if neces- 
Sé 
* Tr ceeded in Fort 
W r n the suit of two 
N s for integration 
the city schools. One plaintiff 
said had bee visited by a 
school bt d ber offering his 
children free bus transportation to 
1 Negro school. School board at- 
ney Cecil Morgan drew from 
he plaintiffs statements that they 
approached the National Assn. for 


the ement of Colored Peo- 
Worth and that the 


nancing their lawsuit. 


Advanc 
ple in Fort 
NAACP is fi 


@ The Dallas school board's 
superintendent, W. T. White. 
announced that the system stands 


ready to contribute a quarter of 
a million dollars a year, $50 per 
teacher, to a group hospitalization 
and insurance plan 


oe Atty. Gen. Will Wilson won 


Calvert's Move 


Causes a Stir 


vedic by 


| 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the hydroelectric potential of the 


dam is very considerable. 

Hewitt suggested that REA co- 
operatives in Texas could operate 
{a unit in the dam if the govern-| 
ment could not get as much for 
the power rights as it believed 
they were worth. 


CP&L’s Offer 


Marshall, jumping Supreme Court | 
Associate Justice Robert Calvert 
for running for Chief Justice of | 
the same court without vacating 
his present place there has stirred 
p considerable controversy-by- 
corres] ence If not elected,” 
Jones wrote of Calvert ! ioes 
not move the center sea 

but retains the one he now oc- 
cupies; if elected, he moves to 
the center, and his successor will 
be appointe Behind this charge 


the recurring report that Gov. 


of Daniel would appoint Secretary 


of State Zollie Steakley to replace 





H. R. 8080, sponsored by Rep 
Fisher. would authorize conclu- 
sic? f a US.-Mexicd agreement 
for the construction of three dams, 
Falcon, completed in 1953, power 
Pies m which is sold by the Bureau 
of Reclamation to CP&L; the An- 
alduas site, where there are to 
be no power facilities; and Diablo, 
which is to be twelve miles above 

| Del Rio. Falcon is 220 air miles 
downstream from Diablo; Anzal- 
duas is 65 miles further down- 
stream. 


Calvert as associate justice if Cal- 
vert wins chicf justice. In a Ietter 
f his own, Calvert’s challenger, 
Judge Robert G. Hughes, made 
saying Calvert “is 
: of the Supreme | 
Court and will remain on it until 
1963 regardless of the outcome) 


of this election.” 





Political | intelligence 


Texas daily 
quoting Railroad Cmsr. 


newspapers 
E. O. 


Thompson defending the oil de-| 


pletion allowance (“It should not 


| includes 










i) nent aoainct the 9 
a judgment against the) }, tampered with at all"). “Texas 
tata’e urgest - 
— gest brokerage firm, L.! R...inessman"—the buatness ad- 
Cc Smith Co. of Corpus Christi, visory—showed contempt for this 
which Wilson's office alleged) 14 saying “Point ? None. | 
charged up to 250 percent inter-| yojie> None... gratuitous, flam- 
est, argued in Judge Jack Roberts’ buoyant, subtle-as-an-elephant.” 
A a \ s rs . 
district court in Austin. There ; 

? ; H. L. Hunt, sponsoring, 
are 113 similar cases pending in a : 
Touse | through his oil company, 

ir “Life Line’ with Rev. Wayne 
@ The Mexican Government! poucher on WOAI. San Antonio, 
conceived a new charge) announced “an H. L. Hunt Parade | 
sainst Texas shri vats c¢ segs 
against Texas shrimp boats caught o¢ products,” including chickens, 
t t ico: “posses- 
off the coast of Mexico: “posses-' -o¢Ktail nuts, and peanut products. 


sion of shrimp while in Mexican | 
territorial waters.” 
tains were fined and their cargoes 
confiscated. 
a In Tulsa, 29 large oil com- 
panies charged with conspir- 
acy to fix prices were acquitted. 
The judge said the government's 
evidence did not “rise above the 
level of suspicion.” In Houston, 
oil spokesmen hailed the deci- 
sion as vindication for the indus- 
try. 
c , University of Texas 
Log 


In Dalla 


Pre séont 


| 
an Wilson said | 


nd Texas 
Six boat cap- 


League of Women 

Voters has produced a pam- 
phlet, “A Brief Case for Revision 
of the Texas Constitution,’’ which 
for two for a nickel or 
$22.50. 


it sells 
1,000 for 


Fd Preston Weatherred, the Dal- 


called together 
leaders, 

legisla- 
Concern 


las lobbyist, 
about 100 business 
discussed taxes and the 
ture’s politics in Dallas. 


lis spreading among business po- 


aders that with 100 House 
there may be a change 


litical le 
contests, 


that the new admissions-test | toward more liberalism in the 
policy was not designed to keep | House in 1961. 

average students out of the state | i“ Dallas News, noting Sen. 
schools. “We are not trying to bar Yarborough’s charge the 


the average student from the uni- 


versity 

poorest, however But a stu- 
jent with ‘C’ grades from a good, | 
tough high school has 

chance,” he said 





‘Study Guides’ Eye 


CORPUS CHRISTI 


Americanism curriculum 
prepared with the financial assis- 
tance of the Fort Worth-Dallas 
business groups promotir 
icanism in the 
tacked at a school 
here. 

Jim Wolf, an attorney, said 
“Some of the material is highly 
critical of the Democratic Party 
and F.D.R.” The school board 
president, Ted Browne, said, “If 
you're going off on that tangent 
what about newspapers used 
class studies?” “They haven't been 
endorsed as textbooks. They are 
merely offered as news media,” 
Wolf said. 

Alan Lohse, geologist, said the 
elementary guides included a test 
for scoring pupils on loyalty. 

The board affirmed Supt. R. L. 
Williams's recommendation to re- 


schools were at- 


ard meeting 


in 


turn $5,000 sent by the Texas Edu-| 


cational Assn. of Fort Worth and 


ments and materials” from 
guides 
Meanwhile, the Corpus Christi 
r-Times discovered a 1918 


law 
teaching patriotism. 
298 of the Penal Code. 
“Shall Teach Patriotism,”’ 
said: “The 
every public 
lated by y 
superin- 
include at pose ten 
teachings of in- 
telligent patriotism, including the 
needs of the state and federal 
governments, the duty of the citi- 
zen to the state, and the obligation 
of the state to the citizens.” Fail- 
ure of any school official to con- 
form is punishable by a $500 fine 
or removal from office or both. 
“There is no necessity for pri- 


required 

Article 
headed 
provides, 
daily program 
shall be 
rincipal, 


the paper 
of 
school so formu 
the 

tend 


teacher, 

ent 

minutes for the 
tr 


as to 


| taxes 
the | more money in their pockets.” 


by which the state legislature | 


| 


| 
| this, 


GOP administration is pressuring 


picture of military security, ac- 
cused him of “character assasina- 


a good | tion.” 





Politics 


(Continued from Page 1) 
or make decisions to leave 





who 


We do weed out the! military leaders to present a false | 


| 
' 


| 


| 





: | vate 
vod A two-page ~ ‘eppenned in| 


The bill as sponsored by Fisher 
the “lease” language. 
the government would 
the falling water to a pri- 
investor firm, which would 
install and sell the 
power. 

Rural electric systems in 
U‘S. buy half their wholesale pow- 
er requirements from _ federal 
power-selling agencies for $50 mil- 
lion a year. There are 20 rural 
electric systems serving areas in 
the vicinity of Diablo dam with 
130,000 consumers whom the co- 
ops wish to serve with Diablo 
power. 

CP&L on April 14, 1958, pro- 
posed to the government to pay 
$377,000 a year for 
rights, provided the company got 
“100 percent availability of peak- 
ing facility.” 

Speaking for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Assn., Charles 
A. Robinson, Jr., 
Op position for the committee 

Revenues from government-sold 
power would repay the cost 
government power facilities over 
the usual 50-year period, with in- 
terest at four percent, and create 
an annual surplus of $526,400 per 


That is, 
“lease”’ 


generators 


of 


the | 


the power | 





outlined the co- | 
| King of Spain, 


| year 


Power Fight 
Over Diablo 


letter circulated to Texas | 
Franklin Jones, 


“with which to defray the 
costs allocated to other project 
features, as water conserva- 
tion,” Robinson said. 


such 


Co-ops Would Lose 
“Partnership,” he said, “is a 

type of proposal that has been re- 

peatedly rejected by the Congress 


as not in the public interest” at 
Yellowtail project in Montana, 
' John Day project in Oregon, and 


Trinity project in California. 
‘Partnership’ almost inevitably 
results in higher costs to the gov- 
it deprives the electric 
cooperatives of their traditional 
preference right to purchase fed- 
eral power without which they 
cannot continue to exist, and it 
reduces the availability of power 
Sales revenue to defray the costs 
of other project features,” he said 

In offering $377,000 per year, 
CP&L “is willing to pay $377,000 
per year for power with a value 
of over $1 million a year,” Robin- 
son said. If U.S. builds and 
sells the power, gross revenue of 
$1,377,000, and annual surplus rev- 
enue of $526,400, can be antici- 
pated. 

If CP&L built the 
“The cooperatives 
tally denied the 
eral power from the project.” 
added 

Turning on FPC testimony, 
inson said: 

“What the FPC staff 
effect, that Diablo would de- 
velop firm capacity for an inves- 
tor owned untility company but 
not for the United States.” 

Rep. Joe Kilgore has threatened 
to oppose the dam if the GOP in- 
sists that Rio Grande Valley 
rigators pay for the water they 
use from it. The river landowners 
already have rights to the 
which go to grants from the 
he said. 

But the question soon to engage 
the Congress and likely to make 
public power an issue in Texas 
politics is, who will build the gen- 
erators and sell the power from 
Diablo Dam? 


ernment; 


the 


generators, 
be to- 
of fed- 
he 


would 


benefit 


Rob- 


Says, in 


is 


ir- 


water 


back 





COPE Backs Price 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ous and oftentimes lonely stand” 
of insisting that “the party be the 
instrument of the people rather 
than the instrument of its nom- 
inees.” 
Democratic convention delegates 


| should be “Democrats in Septem- 


ber and November” as well as in 
COPE said. 





‘Daniel Gets a Bow 


the issue is electing 
| dependent of 


In the state races, COPE said 
candidates in- 
“the big-money, cor- 


Warning of state encroachments poration lobby that has long dom- 
on local rights in a speech before 


in Fort 
oil 


land agents and scouts 
Worth and Dallas for major 


companies, Carr said it is not good! growing 


“when 
for 


in state we 


grandstand plays 


government 


‘ + 
get 


inated our state affairs.” 


Daniel, “although inactive on 
many of the problems facing our 
industrial state,” has 


gained popularity by “resolute re- 


popular sistance to a general sales tax and 


favor made at the expense of good! his refusal to do all the biddings 


local law enforcement officials.” | of the corporate lobby,” COPE 

In Port Neches Carr said ef-| said. On the other hand, Cox con- 
forts must be made to increase) sistently voted “against the peo- 
state payrolls. Wilson delivered) ple’ as a legislator and then, 
an address on this same theme|as executive secretary of “Free- 


some weeks back. 
Carr charged that 


tain the status quo at Austin 


without a genuine debate on the} 
before us in the state | 


real issues 
government.” 
replied: 


“I am a political independent. 


“there is some | 
sort of a concerted effort to main- | 


Wilson, asked about | against a general sales tax” 


”" entered “the serv- 
reactionary 
forces 


dom in Action, 
ice of the most 
pro sales-tax political 
| Texas.” 

Don Yarborough is 
sive candidate 


in 


iron-fisted con- 
has held over 


| challenging “the 
trol Ben Ramsey 


vate grants to schools to teach|I will not participate in other | the Texas Senate for ten years,” 


some group's conception of Amer- 
icanism. Tax money must be used 
for that purpose under Texas) 


to “delete erroneous acknowledge- | law,” the newspaper editorialized. 


races. I will run my own race.” 
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| COPE said. 


| Noting that in the 1959 speak- | 


er’s race, labor “assisted (Wag- 
goner) Carr with manpower and 


resources,” COPE said somewhat 
cryptically that “legal and law 
enforcement skills” are the issue 
in the Attorney General’s race and 
endorsed Wilson. 

Robert Calvert was supported 
comptroller, Robert W. Cal- 
vert for chief justice of the Su- 
preme Court, and Lloyd Davidson 


for 


| for judge, Court of Criminal Ap- 


and | 


while no stand was taken 
in labor's 


peals, 
land commissioner 
recommendations. 
Special AFL-CIO executive 
board resolutions endorsed the 
Forand bill for medical pay- 
ments to persons on social secur- 
including about 500,000 Tex- 
urged citizens to question 
legislative candidates about the 
general sales tax; commended 
Sens. Johnson and Yarborough for 
voting for federal aid to education 
and urged Texas congressmen to 
to do likewise; backed a state in- 
dustrial safety law: and proposed 
legislative revision for the safe 
driving insurance plan. 

COPE's stances provided a set- 
the Democrats of Texas 


for 


ity, 
ans; 


ting for 


| Clubs convention Friday and Sat- 


“an aggres- | 
committed 


and | 


| of 


| 





urday in Houston. This meeting 
will be primarily an “issues con- 
ference” in which Texas liberal- 
labor forces will follow the lead 
the California Democratic 
Council in forging out positions 
on controversial public issues as 
well as working in campaigns and 
conventions. Sen. Wayne Morse 
speaks to a $5-a-plate DOTC din- 
ner Saturday night. 
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- Both Texas senators earlier sup- 


WASHINGTON 


Sen. Johnson’s perform- 
ance on the Civil Rights 
Highwire began here this 
week. He announced, before 
the debates began, that he fa- 
vors a middle-of-the-road bill 
which will guarantee the con- 
Stitutional rights of all citi- 
zens, specifically their right 
to vote. No bill would satisfy 
everyone, he said. Thereupon, 
on Monday, in a maneuver 
condemned by Sen. Richard 
Russell (and by Sen. Wayne) 
Morse, too,) he called up a 
helpless looking bill affecting 
Missouri schools, had it taken 
up without objection, 
then announced that it would 
be open to civil rights amend- 
ments. Thus did the game be- 
gin. 
Johnson's risks were clear. If he | 
goes too far toward civil rights, | 
the South might disaffect from his | 
candidacy; if he concedes too) 
much to the South, he deepens! 
liberal Democratic hostility  to- 
ward him. 

Sens. Johnson and Yarborough | 
were the only two Southern sena- | 
tors voting with the 61-28 Senate 
majority Tuesday against Sen. | 
Russell's motion to delay the civil 
rights debates until next week. 





and | 


together possible, and demon- 


strably provable, that our national | 
government can perform its right- | 
ful function in the educational | ton and began sending Johnson 
picture without any element of | and Yarborough petitions warning 
| of the loss of national sovereignty 


the dreaded control,” he said. 


Wright is the first Texas Con- 


don on Highwire 


are domestic 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
World Court organized in Hous- 


gressman on the House side to| Johnson’ s Booed 


directly advocate broad federal | 


aid. However Rep. Wright Pat- | 


man told the Observer’s Washing- 
ton correspondents that he goes 


along with the recommendations | 


| 
| 


for federal aid to education in the | 


Joint Economic Report. 

The committee report advocates 
“federal aid to education, without 
federal control, particularly for 


those states with a large school-| 
) 


age population and poor financial | 


resources.” Patman is responsible 

for the inclusion of “without fed- 

eral control” in the statement. 
Wright startled Washington by 


| ogized, 


predicting huge scandals in the| 


federal highway program. Instead 


of the scheduled $23 billion, he| 


said, the cost will be $40 billion; 
local graft is charged, as well as 
fand profiteering involving offi- 
cials. A federal grand jury in 
Fort Worth has been investigating | 
a gravel-hauling swindle on two) 
highway projects in Hunt County, 


Johnson's presidential prospects 
continued to receive wide atten- 
tion. 

In Fresno, California, the names 
of Johnson and Nixon were booed 
during the convention of the 3,- 
600 delegates to the California 


Democratic Council. Said the New | 
York Times of the response to Gov. | 
Pat Brown's naming of Johnson, | 
“The booing and applause vied for | 
Gov. Brown apol- | 


predominance.” 
saying he disapproves of 
booing. The California liberals’ fa- 
vorites appear to be Stevenson 
and Chester Bowles. 

The Republican National Com- 
mittee charged that Johnson is 
posing as a civil rights advocate 


| but has a 20-year voting record 


Dewitt Greer announced in Aus- | 


tin. The chief highway engineer | 


Wednesday morning the reaction | Said the culprits had been fired | 


began to come in from the South. | 
The Shreveport Times, for exam-| 


and restitution made 
Yarborough made a series of | 


against minority rights. 
In California, however, 


F. Knowland, the former Senate | 


| Republican leader, described John- | 


son as “the most able and the most 
| experienced in government” 
| land is for Nixon. 

Gov. Luther Hodges of North 


| Carolina said Johnson will get the | 
| South on the first ballot and has | 


ple, editorialized: “If (Johnson) is | | Texas speeches. By radio he up- | a good chance to become Presi- 
a Southerner, or pretends to be | held federal aid to education as | dent. 


one, then he has not merely out- 
foxed the South; he has double- 
crossed it.” 

He and Sen. Yarborough cast | 
their votes for federal aid to edu- 
cation as an $1.8 billion bill passed | 
under which Texas would be en-) 
titled, the first year, to $62 mil- 


| 
lion, more than any other state. | 





ported the anti-poll tax constitu- | 
tional amendment, while opposing | 
the move, supported by 37 liberal 
senators, for immediate abolition 
of the poll tax by federal statute. 
Meanwhile, Johnson had to field 
the demand that Democrats caucus 
on the long-term government bond 
rate. 

Nineteen liberals, the most so 
far to ask for a change in John- 
son's reluctance to hold policy 
meetings, signed. a formal request 
for the caucus. 

Sen. Albert Gore of Tennessee, 
in the forefront of the drive, for 
broader policy-making by all sen- 
ators, said that “the sentiment for 
teamwork is growing” in the Sen- 
ate. Those who signed the request 
for another caucus credited a pre- 
vious caucus on the education bill 
for the smoth passage of the bill. 
Only 11 of the 65 Democratic sen- 
ators voted against the bill, which 
was described by Gore as ‘the 
first strong federal aid to educa- 
tion bill in eleven years.” 

Sen. Yarborough signed the new 
caucus petition, as well as Mon- 
roney of Oklahoma, Carroll of 
Colorado, Randolph of West Vir- 
ginia, Gruening of Alaska, Long 
of Hawaii, Williams of New Jer- 
sey, Bartlett of Alaska, Hart of 
Michigan, Moss of Utah, Cannon 
of Nevada, McNamara of Michi- 
gan, Clark of Pennsylvania, Ke- 
fauver of Tennessee, Humphrey 
of Minnesota, Proxmire of Wis- 
consin, Church of Idaho, Morse 
of Oregon, and Gore. 


Wright for Aid 


Congressman Jim Wright cau- 
tiously stepped into the battle for 
federal aid for education in Fort 
Worth when he declared that it is 
“unavoidable that the national 
government should come face to 
face with an inescapable responsi- 
bility’ for education. Wright 
spoke before the annual meeting 
of the Texas Classroom Teachers 
Association. 

“I should like to say that I be- 





lieve it not only desirable but al- 


| necessary for national strength in 


the cold war. 
again attacked the Hoiles news- 
papers of the lower Valley for 
opposing Padre Island park. In 
| Dallas he upheld free enterprise 
and competition as a foil to big 
business. In Tulia he opposed high 
interest rates and argued for giv- 


ing breadwinners a chance to earn 


more purchasing power. 
“In considering national pros- 
perity, ’’ Yarborough said at Tulia, 


“it is interesting to note a study | ing hard” for him and he will get | 
by Professor Robert Lampman of | the women’s vote because 


the University of Wisconsin. It 


showed that one-third 


percent of our richest citizens, 


Only one percent of our nation’s} the 


wealth.” 

Opponents of the Eisenhower | 
proposal to kill the Connally Res- 
ervation which gives the U. S.} 
authority over what controversies 


NAACP Man 
Defends Group 


DALLAS 





Clarence A. Laws, 
tary for the Southwest Region of 
the National Assn. for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, is- 
sued a statement here on Lincoln's 


birthday about the NAACP, the 
much-discussed organization of 


militants for Negro rights. 
The only aims of the group “are 


to win for Negroes their constitu- 
tional guarantees,” Law _ said. 
“Like Abraham _ Lincoln, the 


NAACP is ‘dedicated to the propo- 
sition that all men are created 


equal’ and that ‘no man is good| 


enough to govern another without 
the other's consent.’” If these 
principles are wrong, then Lin- 
coln was wrong and the teachings 
of Christ are wrong. 

“The NAACP is strongly op- 
posed in some sections of the 
South,” Laws said. “This is be- 
cause, today, as in the past, those 
enjoying advantages always re- 
sist change. The lives of Abraham 
Lincoln and Christ show how 
violent this resistance to change 
can be. One day the South will 
praise the NAACP for bringing 
the nation through an era of great 
change unattended by the vio- 
lence and bloodshed which have 
attended such changes in other 
parts of the world.” 


{ 





| 


of Amer- | 
ica’s wealth is owned by the one} 


| 


Sen. John Kennedy again goaded 


In Dickinson he) Johnson about not entering pri- 


maries and said he thinks Johnson 
would have 200 delegates “if he 


and therefore not | 


William | 


of | 


the Demorcatic candidates. Know- | 


prepared to win the Wisconsin, | 


West Virginia, Indiana, Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, Maryland and 
Oregon primaries,” all of which 
Kennedy has entered. 

Washington hostess and 


vu. 
son is “my boy,’ 


“He's 
got ripen . and you know 
what I mean.” 


Johnson himself now no longer | 


ex- | 
S. minister to Luxembourg} 
Perle Mesta told reporters John- | 


| maintains the coyness which char- | ———— 
while one-third of our people own acterized his candidacy through | 


| 
| 
| 


Albuquerque meeting two 
| weeks ago. “I will not seek the 
nomination,” he said during that 
meeting. Then, 


in Indianapolis, he | 


said he hopes the Texas delegation | 


“will be committed to the sup- 


| port of my candidacy.” 


| 


| said, 


field secre- | 


| 


“At this moment, I'm a candi-| 


date for U. S. senator from Texas,” 
he said: 
‘one thing at a time’.” “.. . I 


“as Franklin D. Roosevelt | 


am informed that other states also | 


plan to cast their votes for me.” 
In Houston the Johnson move- 


| ment announced for its honorary 


co-chairmen the two Houston con- | 
| 


gressmen and for its co-chairmen 


| Jesse Andrews and J. S. Aber- 


crombie. Vice chairmen are J. Ed- 
win Smith, John H. 


| Sam Low, E. R. Keeton, Jack Va- 





lenti, John Singleton, and Mrs. 
Martha Bevis. Singleton told 200 
at a coffee, “Our only purpose is 
to be for Lyndon Johnson,” to get 
a Texan in the White House. 
Asked if Eisenhower was not a 
Texan, he said, “we aren't against 
anybody or any organization.” 
Alex Dickie, president of the 
Texas Farmers’ Union, made it 
clear, during the Albuquerque 
meeting, that he’s a Humphrey 
man. When Humphrey told report- 


Crooker, Jr.,| 





| 


Hunt's Utopia 

















+ H. L. Hunt, the [ il done to improve (the program) in 
millionaire, has wr the yee 35 years.” Harrison said 
book, Alpaca, with the 1 was an instance of “an imbal- 
ghostwriter. He tried t ance of the material versus the 
published in the East, f piritual” in the world. 
| published it himself. ¢ 
(50 cents, released Fet % Plans in Dallas to widen Tur- 
book sets forth Hunt tle Creek Drive into a six- 
| munity, in which. f > thoroughfare—a program in- 
the more taxes one pz ving destruction of about 700 
etek tit ines te the < es—have been protested by the 
the AP asked Hunt [Institute of Architects, the 
E book for profit, H Women's Clubs, the Dallas 
\“Yes. Everything I cil of Garden Clubs, and Dal- 
| profit The profit n Fashion Arts, Inc. which 
ly imbedded in me iraped the threatened trees with 
epe 
$ PLL PPP PLP PPS 
3 2 «i! San Antonio a _ Latin- 
13 The Wa of life g American, Juan Valdez, 18 
y $ d he went to the city from 
P wand |S king for work, con- 
* Fishing licens« fessed slaving an Anglo woman 
numbered hunte: in a bar by driving an icepick 
in Texas. The Gar he 41 times because she 
| Commission anno é him a “damned Mexican’ 
| 825.729 fishing licer 4 ind advanced on him with the 
184 hunting license cK 
ing the 1958-'59 xe Charging that Juarez brothels, 
ve — ae dope-peddling, and _ porno- 
ststie tonics in * raphy sales ‘are “a dirty, stink- 
ings at McNay Art a sewer where chil- 
‘ are preyed upon,” El Paso 
Southern Met} judge Woodrow Bean has 
sity’s fine art ked a 10 p.m. curfew on ju- 
“disgraceful and be eniles in E] Paso and has barred 
a special assistant t I - Juarez to El] Paso juveniles around 
dent Hastings Har: the clock. The mayor of El] Paso 
are terrible and qu Raymond Telles, and Juarez offi- 
shift, he said; “Nott are outraged 
elieves the demand for fish in 
If you own some | 1 public waters 
ee .? A State Auditor's report re- 
cgiieee ena leased in Austin says that during 
gg th weapenent year 1958 a total of 28.- 
476 quail were released on private 
Game and Fish C atte lands at the price of 50 cents per 
ges —_— _ bird, and 13,417 were released 
+ dee ie “ennai | ae per bird ar on public lands in aamon, 17, 
(2 coturnix quall were released 
The state also re : “in 32 counties on an experimental 


| cost of 1.6 cents < 


dines 0: oeteade basis with no charge made 
want to stock their The auditor noted for the sec- 
or ponds. The th hi nd time that 18 states have had 
1 hatcheries but have dons 
° ° away with them and repeated its 
Highway Spending conclusion that the commission 
; 5 should watch this operation care- 
70 Milli N , fully.” The cost of the program 
$ () | ion QW r the state in 1958 was $18,504 
rl? Meanwhile, the auditor said, for 
The huge total of n fiscal 1958 the Commission pro- 
in public funds is duced 14,852,999 fish in_ state 
highway constructior hatcheries during the fiscal year 
| The State Audit in (Just how the exact count was 
audit of the State |! De- arrived at, the auditor did not 
partment, that explain.) About 9,300,000 of thes« 
for highway proj 4 were placed in unposted waters 
31, 1959, include $29 which are accessible to the genera] 
| federal funds, $32 from| public, the rest, presumably, 
state funds, $17 million f irm-| private waters 
| to-market road fun \ior The auditor repeated a reco 
| from county fund mendation that the commiss 
lion from other | consider charging for distributing 
total of $700 millior fish to private ponds and lake 
Authorized sper especially those which are never 
| way projects star! *¥°"! open to the general public, “bs 
| totaled $422 n ~ | cause funds used the mainte- 
$198 million fede ; 2499) nance and operation of hatcheri 
state money, t are provided from licenses sold to 
sources. The costs of N=! the general public 
which $129 millior ee 
— = ae % THE TEXAS OBSERVER 


ers he had not received a dime | 
from Texas, Dickie passed forward | 


a $5 bill saying, “Here's 
first money from Texas.” 
Donald B. Brown has announced 


your | 


formation of a Galveston County | 


club for Stevenson. He 
of the Johnson clubs are “paper 
clubs” “composed mostly 
guard Republicans” with a sprin- 


said most | 


| 


of old) 


kling of Democrats who say pri-| 


vately they fear Johnson's “politi- 


| cal wrath.” 


and $122 million 

from other sour 
The auditor f 

in good order in tl 
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Use our International Search 
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Let’s Abolish the Poll Tax! 























Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art —]EFFERSON 





ower at Diablo 


Che Republicans’ policy of “part- 
ership” in public power projects 
(which means, in the translation 
from Madison Avenuease, that the 

ment builkls the costly dams 
I the private utilities skim off the 


ivdroelectric power protits , is now 


presented to Texans by one of our 

vn Texas Democrats in Congress 

Rep. Clark Fisher has introduced 
a bill which would permit the gov- 
ernment to build Diablo Dam on 
Devil's River ten miles above Del 
Rio and then sell Central Power & 
Light the “falling water.” 


Central Power and Light, accord- 


y 
~ 


r to its proposal to the govern- 


ment «dl install generators and 
sell the power for its own profit 
Phe government policy of encourag- 
ig REA cooperatives by selling 
them wholesale power would be 


The issue is well set out by an 
REA engineer, Charles Robinson 
Ile recites that while CP&L has 
otfered 8337,000 a vear for the fall- 
ing water, the water is worth more 
than $1,000,000, and government in- 


stallation of generators and sale of 


the public power would yield more 
than half a million dollars a vear 
surplus for the retirement of costs 
of other aspects of the dam project. 


The American 
1 dam 


overnment builds 
‘ e wide, shallow 
Devil's River, a tributary of the 
uddy, moody Rio Grande, and 


then feeds the gathered water into 


co 
4 
across th 
1! 


, 
raat 


» 


the Rio Grande as it is needed by 


the people along the river. For the 
public at large the government ac- 
complishes the storage of water, 
tlood control, irrigation —and_ the 


generation of hydroelectric power 
Will the o« nounases ae 
Vili the government g@ive that 


11 


power to a corporate middleman, as 


Fisher's bill proposes, thus letting 
the cost of the power for consumers 
be increased and the costs of the 
dam be paid only by the taxpayers? 

Or will the government keep the 
public project public; sell the power 
cheaper without the corporate mid- 
dleman; and apply the half million 
dollars profits which still result 
every year to other costs of the 
dam ? 

Texas has slept while our “Go 
along to get along” congressmen 
have been running too thick with 
the private utilities. Now we have 
before us a case for public power as 
clear and refreshing as a swim in 
Devil’s River. Will our delegation 
stand up for the people who elected 
them or for Central Power & Light? 


Hedwad Aid in > 


Phere has been so much hollow 
hypoerts igainst federal aid to 
education in Texas. The buglers of 
the right sound out against federal 

= 5] th 

The New York Times reported 
that the boos and applause com- 


eted for predominance when Gov. 
mentioned Lyndon 
me to the 3,600 dele- 


) 


ig the California Dem- 





convention at Fres- 


no. Americans for Democratic Ac- 
tion, the national Itheral council, 
condemns Johnson as a symbol of 
compr =¢ id political opportun- 
sm, Spokesmen tor the NAACP 


n could not carry Negro 
otters: as though to underscore this 
prediction, the Republican National 
Committee issues ai release con- 
demning Johnson'as a hypocrite on 
civil rights, citing 20 years of his 

es ; dae 
[The Progressive Magazine, 
Marquis Childs, and Doris Fleeson 
declare Johnson the most conserva- 
tive of the Democratic candidates 
As though to prove this, too, former 


Senate Republican minority leader 
William F. Knowland says Johnson 
is the best of the Democrats: only 
Knowland is of course for Nixo1 

Is it not obvious to all—Texas 
Democra . { ed—that yoOnnson s 
nomination mark the end of 
the Democratic Party as the nation’s 
liberal party? 


control, but their troops are firing 
at their real enemy, the progressive 
income tax at the federal level. All 
the politicians tell us we are behind 
Russia, our schools are falling down, 
we must do something !—anything 
but a proper national effort to 
strengthen the schools. Is it not 
curious that some of the right-wing 
forces which cry out against federal 





control of schools (a danger about 

hich they are never specific) are 
themselves financing teachers’ pay 
supplements and “Americanism” 
curriculum guides in a program for 
business control of the 
schools in Texas. 


public 


It was a good day for Texas 
school children when the two Texas 
t Lyndon Johnson’ and 
Ralph Yarborough, voted for $1.8 
billion in federal aid to education, 
including $62 million the first year 
for Texas. In a recent session of the 
Congress, the vote of the Texas 
House delegation provided the de- 
cisive margin for the defeat of fed- 
eral aid. Gov. Daniel is still provid- 
ing official bleating about federal 
control under which Texas congress- 
men might again mute their sorry 
otes against better public educa- 
tion in America. But Reps. Jim 
Wright and Wright Patman have 
taken a lead in advocating federal 
aid; perhaps other Texas solons will 
join them now that they have the 
Johnson and Yarborough examples 
We hope that the time has finally 
come when Texas in Congress can 
be counted tor federal aid to educa- 


” 


tion—‘“‘without federal control. 
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Rartlett Appears Exclusively in the Texas Observer 


The Shadow Side 


CADDO LAKE 

l’erhaps, alas, the next stage in the 
liberal movement in Texas is’back to 
the country. Granted, I am influenced 
by the pastoral I am living now. The 
typewriter rests on the warming ce- 
ment before a fire, glowing like fiery 
crystals under the logs. One hears of 
liberal friends who are tired and leave 
the town for a ranch, though that 
never seemed the way for them. To 
be sure, the legislature is “almost 
within our grasp,” as another, inde- 
fatigable friend said. There are vig- 
orous contests for seats in Congress 
from Texas, as though the members 
from this state actually had some 
rights other than getting their cues 
from Rayburn for delegation unity. 
But these are not matters that stir 
the soul; they touch the substance but 
not the imagination of our politics, are 
the steady burning of the fire, but not 
the dancing life of roaring flame that 
transfixes us. Perhaps the issues proc- 
lamations in Houston this weekend 
will suggest some possibility of 
engaging and involving 1960 in Texas. 


WHEN ONE thinks over 
the course of democratic life, one can 
become appalled by the endless pro- 
cession of vituperative contention, pas- 
sionate pleas for the right and the 
wrong, sophistries and platitudes. 
-arlier tonight, on Shreveport tele- 
vision, Senators Long and Ellender of 
our neighbor state reported to their 
people from our national capitol. Sen- 
ator Long was concerned that federal 
judges supervising voting rights in 
the South would engender contempt 
for the judges and, as he said, “fan- 
tastic contempt for government, it- 
self.” So concerned he was, he be- 
lieved that judges who enforced such 
rights would become “- why, sort of 
quislings, or collaborators, or, im the 
old Civil War-Reconstruction term 
scalawags!” Senator Long is devoted 
to respect for the courts and wishes 
to suggest to his enlightened constitu- 
ents every justification for their con- 
tempt of them the better to prepare 
them against temptation. 

Senator Ellender’s worry was the 
paymert of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents for an hour’s work. He has al 


ways been in favor of a decent wage, 
he said, not, however, reciting particu- 
lars; on the other hand, “it is possible 
to go too tar,” and beyond $1 an hour 
is too far; would lead to “federal 
agents coming into our shops”; and 
only a plot of the “socalled liberals” ; 
“and,” said the senator, in a rush of 
tierce resolve, “I’m against it!’ There 
was about that last assertion, too, 
something confidential, and reassur- 
ing: “Don’t worry, men, we under- 
stand what they are saying, and I 
know what you mean!” 


How LONG has this been 
going on? How long have politicians 
played with plastic faces and covered 
conditions with symbols? Nothing can 
stir real interest in the public life 
when the mummery is as transparent 
as this—as transparent as a newscaster 
who has been flatly reading out the 
truth about the news, suddenly shift- 
ing into how marvelous the new Buick 
is, and so little believing himself, his 
whole manner changes, and he itali- 
cizes with his head, and makes excla- 
mation points with his evebrows. We 
are all being trained in lving. Nothing 
will interest the people in politics until 
some strong voice sounds forth with 
clear and worried truth. 


Tell us, Senator Kennedy, Hum 
phrey, Symington, net only that you 
will arm us better, but that vou will 
give us some new shape to human re- 
lations, some stirring course to call 
to worthy cause the waiting warriors 
of the folk. We do not need to be 
told to mistrust Mr. Nixon; we need 
to be told why you trust Mr. Johnson. 
We do not need to be told we are 
second in the world; we need to be 
told why we are secondary in_ the 
hearts of the oppressed. We can feel 
in our minds the sadness in the spirit 
of our country. Where are the Jeffer- 
sons, the Houstons, the Lincolns, the 
Roosevelts ? How died the voice of Joe 
MeCarthy and millions still sound like 
him? What sallow weakness has in- 
fected the strong traditions of our free 
society ? Those left to call even the 
name of liberty ery shrill, betray their 
panic, are jeered to the outposts of 
the nation’s mind. Will television tell 
no vision? Will million voices have no 
voice? Waiting in the shadow side of 
firclight, we pray for the surging tide 
of time. R.D. 
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A Professor-- Candidate on Minimum Wage 


(The lower Rio Grande Valley got 
an earful Thursday night last week 
from an unabashable professor named 
Dr. John EF. Westburg, professor of 
government at Pan American College 
in Edinburg. 

A newcomer to the Valley, 41, mar- 
ried, with three children, Westburg 
holds five earned degrees from the 
Universities of South Carolina and 
Southern California in foreign service 
and political science. During World 
War II he was a reconnaissance offi- 
cer and a part of the military govern- 
ment of Germany. For two years he 
Was assistant to the Nevada Legisla- 
* tive Council, has taught at the Univer- 
sity of Alabama and in a college in 
Oklahoma, and is now an associate 
professor of history and government 
at Pan American College in [-dinburg. 

Westburg announced for Congress 
against incumbent Joe Kilgore with 
news releases Westburg wrote and 
mailed out himself. In his speech over 
KRGV-TV, one of the two Valley- 
blanketing TV _ stations, Westburg 
braved the wrath of farmers as well 
as the major landlords and business- 
men of the district. Perhaps he is just 
determined to say what he believes. 
win or lose; perhaps, as well, he is 
hoping that what he believes will get 
through to the working people of the 
Valley and appeal also to the small 
merchants, giving him a chance to 
win. In any case his is an heroic ges- 
ture, and we wish to applaud him for 
it—knowing nothing more about him 
than what he says—by printing most 
of his address, which he called, “Bet- 
ter Future for South Texas People.” 


—Fd.) 


The main task that we citizens of 
South Texas have before us is to 
raise the standard of living of all of 
our citizens and to enable all of our 
children to get the same educational 
and economic opportunities in life as 
the most favored child in this area. 
Schools and economic opportunity 
equal to those of the most favored 
child! Let this be our most favored 
child doctrine! We must provide 
schools for our children now and jobs 
for their future. 


Let me be frank with you. We must 
take a firm stand for federal aid to 
build new schools. This we must do 
for the simple reason that present 
schools are crowded and for the added 
reason that we do not want any of 
our children to grow up ignorant and 
poor. We must demand that each child 
have the same education and chance in 
life as the most favored child of the 
richest rancher and millionaire. 


I have made more than just a casual 
study of the 15th congressional district 
and our problems here. There is one 
solution that will solve a whole hand- 
ful of our problems. This solution is 
the minimum wage. We must provide 
for a minimum wage for retail store 
clerks and farm workers as well as for 
others. We must extend the minimum 
wage to include farm and retail store 
workers, and we must raise the mini- 
mum wage to at deast $1.25 per hour. 


This minimum wage will help solve 
our most crucial problems in South 








The Washington Post 


Texas. I am referring to the complex 
interrelated problems that arise from 
our proximity to the international 
border—the influx of alien labor into 
South Texas. As you know, this prob- 
lem takes three forms: 


(1) Mexican nationals commuting 
daily from Mexico into our border 
cities and undercutting the wages and 
salaries of our citizens; 


(2) masses of Mexican contract 
braceros displacing our local labor; 
and 


(3) our local citizen farm workers, 
displaced by concentrated camp labor, 
being forced to migrate to higher wage 








Dr. John Westburg 


areas in the northern states, doing so 
at great personal cost to themselves 
and at great social and economic loss 
to South Texas. 


The human damage done to a fine, 
loyal, and important group of our 
citizen population is very terrible, for 
it interrupts education, disturbs the 
community, disrupts family life, and 
destroys civic pride—it also develops 
despair and poverty on a vast and in- 
humane scale. The overall extent of 
this triple problem—the border com- 
muter-bracero-migrant labor—is not 
simple, as it infiltrates into every as- 
pect of our community life, where it 
festers and festers. 


There is no use in my taking your 
time to describe the horrible effects 
of this problem. If your head and 
heart are not made of stone, you 
already know too well what they are. 
It is an old problem in South Texas. 
It is too old! During the last half cen- 
tury the people of this congressional 
district have been represented by men 
like Garner, West, Bentsen, and Kil- 
gore. Despite fine personalities, great 
fortunes, pleasant letters, congres- 
sional leaflets, and chatty newspaper 
columns, there has never been any 
positive effort taken in this district 
by its representatives to remedy the 
oldest and most vicious problem that 
has ever existed here. The incumbent 
congressman has been in office for 
nearly six years and has performed 
remarkable personal favors to his 
many personal friends—especially the 
political bosses and border county des- 
pots, the economic barons, and the 
great landlords of this district—but he 
has never made any effort to raise the 
wages, to provide for a decent mini- 
mum wage for the citizen workers of 
his and our district. 


THE MINIMUM WAGE 
will compel employers to pay Mexi- 
can nationals and American citizens 
the same wage, thus putting both on 
an equal footing in Texas in the com- 
petition for jobs. The minimum wage 
will thus discourage Mexican nation- 
als from undercutting the wages of 
our own citizens. The minimum wage 
will encourage our farm workers to 
remain at home all year round so that 
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they, too, can acquire some propert | 
and have a little stake in the 
munity they love and will not have 
uproot their homes and ruin their c! 
dren’s education. The minimum wag 
will provide incentive and foster 
dustrious habits among all workers 


CANNOT THINK of 
ho claims to be a human 
, 1 not a beast and who claims 

the great virtues and values 

lization who would even 

resisting the establishment of 

I can think of no 
devilish, more cruel, more 
an act that would deprive a 
ing of the right to be and to 

man. The enjoyment of a 
nimum wage is certainly es- 
the self-respecting working 
hink of it, a minimum wage, 
I've heard $1.25 per hour! And there are 
our tarm ) Oppose it! 


com 


nl Wape, 


Please note there is no shortage ot 
labor here in South Texas. There is 
plenty of labor available here, good 
labor, reliable labor. We just have 
keep it here, that’s all. 

| 

It I’ve heard it once, 
it a thousand times, that 
workers like to migrate north ¢ 
Michigan, North Dakota and Arka 
sas—or that they won’t work here 
even if there is plenty of work, he 
cause they are lazy and shiftless. Let 
me tell each and all that I have never 
heard such a gross and outright evil 
lie as that! 


1 rich country. We have an 
of riches. There 1s enough 
body. And everybody I know 
s to earn his own way and to 
fair share of the wealth 
vor and our resources can 
\ starvation wage, a stone 
nee, a life of poverty and 


Give a decent living wage and ese are not a fair share. We 


opportunity for our people to remait vide a minimum wage. We 
and rear their children in minimur provide a minimum wage, and it 
wage security, they wi// remain her adequate. We must do. this 


do the work that is necessary, spe! 
their salaries here, acquire propert 
and thereby a healthy stake in 
community, and will become the m: 
loyal and responsible citizens this ar the 
has ever known. I know this is ti 
because I see it every day where ou: 
citizens do have an opportunity 
share in the existing minimum wave 
But who wants to work for 50 cent 
or less an hour? I'd migrate, too, 
that were all I were being paid 
Wouldn’t you? But because I loy 
South Texas I would like to retur 
just like our farm workers, too, | 


is the first step toward 
threefold problem of com- 

over the border, mass 
lacement of citizen work- 
enforced labor 


1 ° 
evils of 


1 accused of having a lot of 
not have a lot of brass. It 
to get a thorough job done in 
15th Distriet—not 
part of the disrict, not for just 
nks, holding companies, and 
plantations in Hildago County 
1 need a man in Congress to 


for the 


to do. you who does have a lot of 
indd plenty of it, with a voice 

1 am certain that once a minimui e whole Congress will hear, a 
wage is established here, all of 1! at represents each of the thir- 
merchants and businessmen will pry . nties in the district. a voice 


per. For every householder who has s up for all and not for just 
decent wage, there is a buyer. A buy: e seyment of one or two counties or 
for a home, for furniture, househol ne county only, and a voice 
equipment, tools, medicines, clothin speak out equally for all of 
toys, groceries, building materials, pr nic and economic groups in the 
fessional services, and the like, ai t. If I am elected to Congress, 


even increasing such things as bar Congressional District will 
accounts, insurance policies _ mutt first real overall representa- 
funds, stocks, and bonds. This hi: That you know, 


been the history of every communit 
that has risen to a higher standard of 
living as the result of increased put 
chasing power—that is, increases 
wages. 


friends, and peace be 


HK VOU, 


Dr. Joun E. WESTBURG 















































tHERRtLCe =< 
O'N9ld THE WASHING Tent Pest co, 


The Washington Post 

















CADDO LAKE 


No word can compass a man) 
or even one idea; at best it can | 
serve well in a given time and} 


place. I remember 
Sackett, the Observer's first busi- 


ness manager, and I decided “what! It occurs in the lives of people or 


to call” the Observer—that is, how 
to describe it on the 
“Liberal” as a word was then very 
much in disrepute, probably be- 


cause of Senator McCarthy. Dell | 
is a truculent liberal, she is fed up| 


with compromise, and as long as 
I knew her, which was not for 
very long. her attitude toward a 
person was either, “he can be 
trusted,” or “he can not be trust- 
ed." We were facing each other 
across our back-to-back desks in 
the small office Univer- 
sity of Texas where we first un- 
dertook this venture. The conver- 


near the 


Sation, it seems to me, went like 
this 

Dugger: “What shall we call it?” 

Sackett: “Call what?" 

Dugger: “The paper.” 

Sackett: “Oh Well, what do 
you think 

Dugger: “Independent. Not Dem- 
ocratic—independent.” 

Sackett: “Yes, by all means.” 
She tucked her head a little to- 
ward her right shoulder. “Lib- 
eral?” 

Dugger: ‘A pause to think while 
filling the lungs): “Hell yes!” 

Sackett: “Good 

Dugger An independent lib- 


eral weekly newspaper.” 

We had decided together, at that 
time five years ago, to do our part 
symbol in Texas. 

of the dailies the 


to reinstate a 
Though in some 


word liberal is still printed with 
quotation tongs or preceded by 
so-called,” this is not true with 


such frequency as five years ago 
More important, liberals are not 
afraid of being called liberals. 

I remember many times when 
supporters of the Observer ob- 
jected to the word. “Take that 
word off your masthead'!—it's kill- 
ing us!” said one of the most lib- 
eral of the San Antonio Demo- 
crats. Everybody was a loyal Dem- 
ocrat then; that was the game to 
be played, the symbol better con- 
cealed the meanings of the move- 
ment that might be vulnerable 

Now liberals are many, and 
generally we »w each other. We 


know why we have come together, 


we 


kn 





we argue freely. we hold many 
causes in common, we are some- 
what proud: we no longer believe 
that it hurts call yourself by 
your right name 

It may strike one as comical 
that we thought t ise of such a 

ild word as liberal called for 
some resolu and it was. Lib- 
eralism a mild cour of action 
a stead sistence efo vith 
a “tt gh we wish t e advanced 
we ais \ t de persuasive 
What Emerson wrot bout sla 
ery ren ind erest in the 
1800's as sure ar es today 
to schoo! desegregation pudiic 
housing and the government bond 
rate 

Every reform is only a mask 


under cover of which a more ter- 
rible reform, which dares not yet 
name itself, advances. Slavery and 


anti-slavery is the question of 
property and no property, rent and 
anti-rent; and anti-slavery dare 


not yet say that every man must 
do his own work, or, at least, re- 
ceive no interest for money. Yet 
that is at last the upshot 

HEN A LIBERAL assays to de- 

fine what a liberal is, he is 
really discussing what he wishes 
he were. That is all right; what 
a person wants to be is much more 
interesting than what a word 


masthead 


| it does not move the world 
Some other time it may seem 
otherwise, but this evening, sit- 
| ting before an open fire with the 
wind cold outside, it seems to me 
that liberalism a fraternity 
maintains three harbors 
may rest from the 
natures. They are 
Individualism, Humanitarianism, 

and Freedom for All Ideas 


as 
warm 
where we 


oceans of our 


Symbol multiplies into symbols, 
metaphor melts into reality 
individuals are lost awash 


1e sloughs of massive tides they 





ha cast themselves, or been cast, 

n. Many humanitarians are un- 
dertowed by their honesty about 
their own selfishness. Many cham- | 
pions of freedom of the seas have | 
special enemies who are different, 


and need to be sunk. Liberals do 
not often get very far from their 
rts because they usually assume 


they are better than other people. 
heir flag bears the motto, “I am 
a liberal, and you ought to be 
what I am.” Righteousness sails 
in a rough sea 

Join us, won't you, in pleas tor 
the migrant worker, the slum 
dweller, the exploited store clerk, 


the oppressed Negro at the wash- 
board, yea, the starving millions. 
And show me, will you, the last 
liberal you saw who gave his sub- 
stance to the poor? 

Well, be kind to the 
servants, give nickels to the beg- 
ging children in Mexico, and 
pledge a little to the United Fund. 
Then tell me with certainty you 
are good for the sake of goodness, 
and not because it feels good to 


anyway, 


be good, and shameful to be 
stingy 
Sensibly, we advocate more 


state money for the mentally ill, 
the imprisoned, the wayward 
youths, the abandoned young, the 
abandoned old; federal aid to the 
schools of the poorer states; na- 


tional insurance to pay the hos- 
pital bills of the poor; the pro- 
gressive income tax; because the 


truth is, I do not give my surplus 
unless all are required to give it; 
then I can tolerate justice in bet- 
ter grace 

The best humanitarian I know 
does not have many political ideas, 
he believes in palmistry, he used 
a minister for a Sunshine 
irch, but he gave all his sur- 
and now he gives all his 
time, imagination, and energy to 
feeding and clothing the poor 
across the Mexican border, and 
lives himself in a shack, and 
eats out of open tin cans. Are you 
as good as he is? I am not. 

Well, let us all, at least, be in- 
divi us be ourselves! 
In at least, we have 
the protection of our friends and 
our enemies both, for are not Re- 
publicans individualists? Is not J 
Evetts Haley an individualist? 

(Aye, but they are not humani- 
tarians.) 

I am afraid J. Evetts Haley is a 
better individualist than many lib- 
erals I know. We embrace in lib- 
as we should, many who 
are conformists, or liberals for 
the masochistic pleasures of re- 
bellion and protest, or are proud 
of their individuality because it 
gives them grounds for pride. 
Why, liberals are like other peo- 
ple, and occur in the same forms. 


he 


; , » } 
a -+ + 
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this harbor, 


aia. 


er 1lism 
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OH, TO BE A LIBERAL 


when Dell! means. What idea ever took its liv- | 
ing strength from its formulation? | 
skiffs a 


I have known liberals who tack 
into the harbor of civil liberty in 
stray two-by-four would 

stove in, but once they have ar- 
rived at the town they set about 
| to sound the alarm against a riff- 
‘raft they want turned back with- 
/eut a friendly flag. I know men 
| I would trust my wallet with, my 
honor, and the care of the poor, 
but not my liberty if they could 
command 


| 


O APPEAR FACILE and amuse 

their advertisers with their in- 
, verse cleverness, daily newspaper 
editorial writers often opine that 
liberalism in the Adam Smith 
| tradition meant “laissez-faire” — 
| leave me alone—but has turned 
|inside out. They think they get 
|}next to liberals when they say 
liberalism used to oppose power 
and celebrate individualism but 
now elevates the state and thus 


self from its ceaseless, no doubt 
debilitating alarm about the march 
toward socialism. Liberals want 
liberty more than the Dallas News, 
and the Dallas News proves it 
every time it advocates the dis- 
mantling of the government to let 
the managers of billionaire busi- 
nesses run things. “I trust the 
bankers more than I do the gov- 
ernment,” says their Lynn Land- 
rum; and as long as there is a 
chance that Lincoln's government 
will become of, by, and for the 
people, liberals will not. 


DO NOT, as you will by now 
have guessed, know what a lib- 
eral is, and while I would like to 
persuade you that I am one, the 


task overwhelms my faculties, 





and involves too many embarass- | 
ments for me 





of ali 
“I am. 


| Perhaps first 
{says to himself, 


a liberal 


I occur. 


““No, no,’ Mitya, as it were, 
still did not understand. ‘Tell me 
why it is those poor mothers stand 
there? Why are people poor? Why 
is the babe poor? Why is the 
steppe barren? Why don’t they 
hug each other and kiss? Why 
don’t they sing songs of joy? Why 
are they so dark from black mis- 
ery? Why don’t they feed the 
babe?’ 


“And he felt that, though his 
questions were unreasonable and 
senseless, yet he wanted to ask 
just that, and he had to ask it 
just in that way. And he felt that 
a passion of pity, such as he had 
never known before, was rising 
in his heart, and he wanted to 
cry, that he wanted to do some- 
thing for them all, so that the 
babe should weep no more, so that 
the dark-faced, dried-up mother 
should not weep, that no one 
should shed tears again from that 


| moment, and he wanted to do it 


at once, at once, regardless of all 
obstacles, with all the reckless- 


socialism. Why, look at all these | j exist. I have the right to decide. | "*** ca 


| socialists running around calling I am an I, and who is more than | If you understand why when 
| themselves liberals! The Dallas an I? Down with them, then, who| later Mitya thought that, although 


|News is always saying that. There 
| is some truth in it, and much more 
stupidity and sham. 

Between the individualist’s wish 
to be left alone and the humani- 


tarian's reliance on the programs) 


of government for the assistance 
of the poor there is of course a 
tension. Were this the best of all 
| possible worlds, liberalism could 
| have both its maverick's arrogance 
'and its protection of the weak 


through government programs. In| 


advocating limitations upon the 
economic liberty of the few who 
have acquired control over great 
masses of wealth, liberals, I be- 
lieve, have applied their real 
ideals to the real world with in-! 
telligence, hoping by the limita- 
| tion of the liberty of the danger- 
ous and powerful few to accom-| 
plish the maximum possible lib-| 
'erty for the largest possible num- | 
ber 


Why imagine the world is what | 
it was, and not what it is? Greed | 
has organized itself into mammoth | 

| businesses, and once defenseless 


tell me to respect Authority and 
| Power.” 


| 


| The consequences of “the I-Am | 
| experience,” as existential psycho- 
| analysts call it, can be fearful, can | 
destroy a man’s place in the| 
world, lead him into excess, and 
even to crime, and also to a con- 
dition worthy of existence, man| 
thinking; man by himself; think- 
ing and resting; bringing forth, |} 
perhaps, but occurring, a self oc-| 
curring, a person being. 

A liberal has had guilt happen | 
to him, as who has not? He may | 
think he is guilty on a Church’s| 
account, or because he is an as- | 





| pect of the Christian heritage, or'| 


because he has seen long enough! 
to believe the selfishness in him- 
self. 

After Mitya Karamazov finished | 
answering questions about wheth- | 
er he murdered his father, he fell} 
into a deep sleep and dreamed that 
a peasant was driving him in a| 
cart with a pair of horses through | 
snow and sleet in the steppes. | 
They passed a village where half 


workers fight with the strength | the huts had been burned down, 
of eighteen million. Leave the de-| and along the road stood a row 


fense of individualism to the indi-| 
vidual, he would be run out of 
his shop, his tools snatched from | 
his shed, his farm stolen, his chil-| 
dren shamed, until, if he persisted 
at all, he could range in the for-| 
ests or the beaches; they would | 
hunt him even in the small towns. 
What editorial writer, if he trou- 
bled to think in the pauses be- 
tween the clatterings of his type- 
writer keys, could fail to realize 
that to leave to itself the right to} 
be left alone today is to let it be| 
destroyed, not merely by huge) 
corporate monopolies of business, | 


industry, and finance, but by 
standardizing and paralyzing di- 
versions. 

Liberals are not as afraid of} 
government action as conserva- | 
tives are; liberals are sometimes | 
socialists. What can a_ liberal 


do, who distrusts all power and | 
loves liberty, but support one | 
powerful force, the unions, against | 
monopoly; and then support an-| 
other powerful force, the govern-| 
ment, against monopoly and, when | 
|mecessary (a necessity greatly weil 
aggerated), against the unions, | 
themselves! A liberal I know, deal- 
|ing with the world as it really is, 
| believes we must accept the social 
|control of the industries that af- 
fect us all and are no longer com- 
petitive, while we also erect high 
| walls around the individual’s sa- 
cred “fields of freedom.” I believe | 
that is right. 

_ If the Dallas News will suggest, 
a good alternative method for | 
controlling massed wealth—an al-| 
ternative to the theory of coun-, 
tervailing power, individualism 
persisting within the tense re- 

| straint of powers—it can relax it- 
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of peasant women, thin and wan. 
One held in her arms a little baby | 
crying, her breasts were dried up, | 
“and the child cried and cried, | 
and held out its little bare arms, 
with its little fists blue from cold. | 

“‘And why are they crying? 
Why are they crying?’ Mitya 
asked, as they dashed gaily by 

“‘It’s the babe,’ answered 
driver, ‘the babe weeping.’ 

“And Mitya was struck by his 
saying, in his peasant way, ‘the 
babe,’ and he liked the peasant’s 
calling it a ‘babe.’ There seemed 
more pity in it. 

“ ‘But why is it weeping?’ Mitya 
persisted stupidly, ‘why are its lit- 
tle arms bare? Why don’t they 
wap it up?’ 

“"The babe’s cold, its little 
clothes are frozen and don’t warm 
Mg 


the 


“‘But why is it? Why?’ foolish 
Mitya still persisted. 
“‘Why, they’re poor people, 


burnt out. They’ve no_ bread. 
They’re begging ecause they’ve 
been burnt out.’ 





innocent of murder, he was going 
to Siberia, he said again, “Why is 
the babe poor? It’s for that babe 
I am going to Siberia now,” you 
are guilty enough to aspire to be 
liberal 


At last, then, a liberal, if he is 
a cool man, realizes that what he 
is saying is essentially religious: 
that to have faith in the individ- 
ual, one must offset a lot of evi- 
dence and just believe, on balance, 
that it is best to stand by the in- 
dividual; that to want to help the 
oppressed, it is necessary not to 
be deterred by the impurities in 
one’s own motives, nor by the ab- 
surdities of righteousness, because 
it is enough, of itself, to want to 
help the oppressed, and is like any 
other want, complex, and part of 
our complexness 


This element of the dogmatic, 
that is, this weakness in his own 
position, a liberal looks for and 
can find in the positions of others 
who take positions. He is willing, 
since none seem on perfectly firm 
| ground, for all to contend and the 


| best man win, not that the best 
|man always does, but that he al- 


| ways has a chance to as long as 


anyone who has the courage can 
speak 


HERE ALSO IS a connection 
between liberalism and love, I 
would like to say an identity, but 


|love is too personal for ideology 


Still, when Aquinas said, “My 
weight is my love,” he gave words 
to a life-loving liberalism. To love, 
I believe, one must first become 
able, accepting, forgiving, to love 
oneself, and then one can love 
others, and finally, perhaps, the 
race. “Ah, children, ah, dear 
friends,” said Alyosha by Ilusha’s 
stone, “don’t be afraid of life! How 
good life is when one does some- 
thing good and just!” 


But I know, it is true, where 
the good is, the evil, and the ideal, 
the limitation ‘and the love, the 
hate, and the courage, the fear, 
and the nobility, the baseness, and 
this is never simplified, and only 
in what we hope to be can we 
even survive. R.D. 
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Readers on Cartoons, 


Humphrey for Bartlett 

Sir: I surely enjoyed the car- 
toon which appeared in the Texas 
Observer on January 15, 1960, by 
Mr. Bartlett, and I wonder if you 
would be good enough to pass on, 
to Mr. Bartlett my congratula- 
tions and my hope that if he feels 
he can part with the original of 
the cartoon, I would be grateful 
to receive it 

Hubert H. Humphrey, 
States Senate 


United 


Texans and Europeans 
Sir: Being one who enjoys na- 
ture more than money, and an- 
other, like you, who feels closer 
to the meaning of life after sleep- 
ing on the ground under the skies, 
I would like to thank you for 
your efforts urging your readers 
to avidly Senator Yar- 
borough and all other legislators 
fighting to save and preserve our 
state national recreational 
parks and undeveloped areas. 


support 


and 





Unfortunately too few Ameri- 
cans realize the magnificent oppor- | 
tunity our vast land area affords 
for development. Having been sta- 
tioned in Europe two years, and| 
touring France, England, and Ger- | 
many by motorcycle last summer, 
I have become through experience 
and observation ever so more 
keenly aware of the need for a 
vigorous resource conservation 
program. Over here, with practi- 
cally all the land held by individ- 
and used for business pur- 
poses, the facilities for outdoor 
enjoyment are extremely limited. 
Those available are privately | 
owned and usually developed from | 
a cowlot or else controlled by a| 
big hotel. Therefore they are | 
usable only at a price. I have} 
found only one government park 
for public use where there are 
tables and toilet facilities—a 
small but very nice city-spon- 
sored campground in downtown 
Rotterdam. Suitable beach areas 
have been reserved by private in- 
vestors, thereby hindering free 
public use. Since the camping 
and recreational areas are few, 
small, and widely scattered, it is 
often difficult to find a spot at 
night to unfold your bedroll. The 
people are left only the ability to 
take a Sunday walk along the 
highway, or perhaps through some 
farmer's or private concern’s grove 
of trees. 


uals 





AUSTIN 
suspect 


pet I am disposed to 


that a deepest mental sad- 


ness is the lack of ability to love. 
We can become so paralyzed by 
hate of ourselves, so frozen with 
fear of being failed, or so com- 
putorial about the gains and losses 
in a loving, we lose the sense of 
giving, and end alone. Surely 
much that passes ungainly among 
us could not, if we were lovers. 
I do not know of any ideal which 
a relevant reality cannot dispirit, 
given only a bright flashlight and 
a certain pitiless intent. (“Oh yes,” 
one might say, with a sense of 
uneasiness and loss of shape, 
“that's there, all right, only I 
don't like it being there, and I 
would try to act on the better 
parts of my nature.”) An en- 
counter between the computorial 
cynic and the aspiring idealist has, 
unless what forms either changes, 
a hopelessness in it, kin to the 
hopelessness of ever correcting 
errors in our sense of reality 
which are caused by flaws in the 
senses that inform us. Within the 
shape of the idealist’s every glow- 
ing thought the cynic sees its 
crumbling coal, and every pulse 
of love is a need or a greed. But 
“we are all more like children 
than we think”; differing mainly 
in what we wish we were, we can- 
not differ much in what we really 
are. The bitter and the hopeful, 
the sardonic and the unresigned, 
rise from our human likenesses, 
and ever strain for love. R.D. 


The conservative political ele- 
ment maintains that it is better to 
lease to private investment the 
developing of recreational areas, a 
course which, they say, will save 
Both 


and 


the taxpayers’ money. 
the 


“conservation” 


words “conservative” 
stem from the root 


word “conserve,” which means 


“to keep in a safe or sound state 
or to preserve.” Therefore, how 


can it be “conservative” to give 
away the already publicly owned 
domain or resources to be split 
up for private exploitation derived 
be 
much cheaper and easier in the 
long run to obtain, retain, and to 
develop the areas now rather than 
to forever pay the private owner's 


fee, or to purchase back the areas 


from public use? It would 


to public ownership. 


We will be serving the coming 
generations far better by passing 


| on, with the possible miniscule tax 


increase, at least a beginning, for 
them to finish, of a vast and di- 
versified recreational park sys- 
tem so they will have the means 
to enjoy the increasing leisure 
time modern’ technology has 
placed at our disposal. If we do 
not retain and expand the state 
and national paiks, our children 
will be in the same straits as 
present day Europeans. In 
case they will then be paying the 
equivalent of taxes for using lands 
in which formerly by birthright 


| all were equal shareholders. 


The Honorable Wright Patman 





in broad daylight of our money 
by the bankers. I submit that cer- | 
tain interests are attempting the | 
same coup with our land. 

lst Lt. Jim Terrell, 10th Tactical | 
Fighter Squadron, APO 109 Hahn | 
Air Base, Germany. 


Feasting on Liberals 

Sir: There are two subjects 
upon which I want to compliment 
the Observer—the Patman Money 
Articles, and your own “An Event 
that Didn’t Happen.” 

Regarding the latter, you are 
inclined to be kinder to us liberals 
than we deserve. The fact that no 
liberal filed against Johnson in-| 
dicates more than that liberals} 
feared “a bad loss” to Johnson. It| 
indicates, and is bolstered at least | 
in this county by facts, that 








Johnson is cannibalizing liberals | , 


at a fantastic rate. 

This erosion of liberals and the 
liberal position by the Johnson 
tidewaters—at least in Bexar—is 
indicated in your front page state- 
ment, “In San Antonio pro-John- 
son county chairman Jimmy 
Knight won approval of his nom- 
inees for twelve vacancies for pre- 





cinct chairmen by a 52-36 vote, | 
strengthening Johnson's hand in| 
Bexar.” This is entirely true. What | 
was not said by you but what is 
equally true is that liberals Albert 
Pena and the ranks of organized | 
labor gave Knight their total sup- | 


| port in this Johnson move. Add a 


that | 


few other known names like | 
Maury Maverick’s in Bexar, and 
God knows who elsewhere, and 


| you have another cause for Lyn- 


don’s lack of opposition from lib- 
erals. 

I don’t blame you or Ralph Yar- 
borough or Frankie Randolph or 


warns us that we are being robbed | Jerry Holleman or any other in- | 


onservation, C 


dividual liberal for th 
of affairs. I think the 
in the inherent weakn¢ 


us liberals to stand 

we say behind closed d 
The truth is that Johr 

undercut the liberal { 


the simple expedient of 
the liberals, and that 

this feast, 1 
We are unhappy at be 
and about the only thir 


+h 
he 


we are unat 


do is lie heavy on 

the one man who has d 

to destroy liberalism 
Dick Meskill, 510 E. I 


|San Antonio 


+ 


(I have not beer 
Meskill, nor somé 
rame. A liberal 
gamy a meat for 


Mr. J 


true to | 


stomachs as 
as long as 
and holding himself 
indigestible to all unt 
to the all-digesting ¢ 


Challenge to Care 

Sir: Mr. Carey of Sar 
remarked in a 
your paper that Cath 
opinions are in most 
way morally binding 
And he stated that C 
think for themselves. A 
plied that to be critical 
philosophy is being no 

Consider the liberalit 
following philosophy. TI 
the “Casti Connubi” of F 
XI. 


recent 


‘ 


102. Wheref 
faithful also be or 
against the 
dence of private judgment 
false autonomy of humar 
For it is quite foreign 


overrated 





atholicism 


st his own mental powers with 


h pride as to agree only with 
se things which he can examine 
f their inner nature, and to 
agine that the Church, sent by 


d to teach and guide all nations, 
1ot conversant with present af- 

and circumstances; or even 
at they must obey only in those 
stters which she has decreed by 
though her 


ther decisions might be presumed 


emn 


definition, as 


be false or putting forward in- 


ficient motive for truth and 
nestvy. Quite to the contrary, a 
icteristic motive of all tru 
vers of Christ, lettered or un- 


red, is to suffer themselves to 
led things 
that touch upon faith or morals by 
the Holy 


and in all 


guldea 


Church of God through 

Supreme Pastor the Roman 

ntiff, who is himself guided by 
Jesus Christ Our Lord.” 


And a short quote from a book 
Phillip Hughes, “The Popes 
New Order,” published in 1943 un- 
der the imprimatur of E. Morrogh 
Generalis,”’ 


Bernard, “Vicavius 


Page 92. Here the. “Sapientiae 
Christianae” of Leo XIII is re- 
viewed 
(7) Should it happen that 
interests of Catholicism § aré¢ 


threatened, all differences of opin- 

n among Catholics should cease 
and irrespective of 

ist combine to defend religion 

] think it would be 
lightening if Mr. Carey would 11- 
lustrate his 
example of some Church philoso- 
with which he disagrees 


party thes 


most en- 


views by giving an 
pny 
B. A. Younglove, 205 West 32nd 


- 


Austin 9 
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CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO: John Whitt, Georgia Mc- 
Cowan and husband, Fayette Mc- 
Cowan, Lizzie West and husband 
John West. Belle Priest and hus- 
band, Bil! Priest, Jesse Whitt. Wil- 
liam Whitt. Henry Whitt, Wiley 
Whitt, Patrick Whitt, Nancy Kirk 
and husband, George Kirk, Polly 
Smith and husband, Henry Smith 
and T. J. Whitt. and to the un- 
known heirs and legal represen- 
tatives of such of the above named 
persons as may be dead, 


| GREETING 


| 
| 


| 








| 





| 








manded to appear 
bv filing a w ten answer to the 
plaintiffs’ petition at or befor 
10 o'clock A.M first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance of this 
citation, the same being Monday 
the 7th day of March, 1960, at or 
before 10 o'clock A.M., before t 
Honorable District Court of Tra- 
vis County, at the Court House in 
Austin, Texas 

Said plaintiffs’ petition was filed 
on the 20th day of January, 1960 

The file number of said suit be- 


You are com 






of the 


ing No. 116.631 

The parties in said suit are 
John L. Carlile, Ophelia Smith, 
joined by her husband, C J 


Smith, Jim C. Carlile, Cecil Car- 
lile, and Ilva Carlile by her guar- 
dian, John L. Carlile, as Plaintiffs, 
and the persons to whom the cita- 


tion is addressed and their respec- | 


tive unknown heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives as Defendants 

The nature of said suit 
substantially as follows, to-wit 
Suit in Trespass to Try title 
wherein Plaintiffs seek to recover 
from defendants one tract of land 
in Travis County, Texas, contain- 
ing 254 acres of land out of and 
a part of the Martha G. Morrow 
Survey No. 16, and being fully de- 
scribed by metes and bounds in 
plaintiffs’ petition on file herein 


being 


and described by metes and 
bounds in a deed from Con- 
nell Carlile and wife, Maybelle 


Carlile, to J. C. Carlile dated July 
3, 1952, and recorded in Volume 
1274, Page 420, Deed Records of 
Travis County. Texas 
Plaintiffs allege that defendants 
have no interest in said lands, and 
plaintiffs plead the five, ten, and 
twenty-five year Statute of Limi- 
tation 
If this Citation is not served 
within 90 days after the date of 
its issuance, it shall be returned 
unserved 
Issued this the 20th day of Jan- 
uary, A.D., 1960 
Given under my hand and seal 
of said Court, at office in Austin, 
Travis Co., Texas, this the 20th 
day of January, A.D., 1960 
O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk, 53rd Dist. Court, 
By A. E. JONES, Deputy 
Travis County, Texas 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO Carl Rayford Short Defendant, 
in the hereinafter styled and num- 
bered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
vis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o'clock A. M. of the first Monday 
after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof: 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 
day of March. 1960, and answer 
the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 116,936, in which Kathlyn 


Short is Plaintiff and Carl Ray- 
ford Short is defendant, filed in 
said Court on the 10th day of 
February, 1960, and the nature of 
which said suit is as follows 
Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of plaintiff and 









gainst defendant for decree of 
divorce dissolving the bonds of 
m mony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties: 
plaintiff alleges that defendant 
began a course of unkind, harsh 
and tyrannical conduct toward 
plaintiff which continued until 
plaintiff and defendant separated: 
plaintiff alleges that defendant 


was guilty of excesses, cruel treat- 
ment and outrages toward plaint- 
iff of such a nature as to render 
their further living together in- 
supportable; plaintiff alleges that 
no children were born of this 
marriage and no community prop- 
erty was acquired; plaintiff fur- 
ther alleges that prior to marriage 
to defendant, her former name 
was Kathlyn Adkins, and plaintiff 
requests the Court to restore said 
former name to her; plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, general and 
special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office, and which 
reference is here made for all in- 
tents and purposes: 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.. 
Clerk of the District Courts of 


|Travis County, Texas. 


Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Austin, this the 10th 
day of February, 1960. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 

Clerk of the District Courts. 
Travis County, Texas. 

By A. E. Jones, Deputy. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

To Wardell Morris, Defendant. 
in the hereinafter styled and num- 
bered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County. Texas, at or before 
10 o'clock A.M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof: 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A.M. of Monday the 28th 
day of March, 1960, and answer 
the petition of plaintiff, in Cause 
Number 116.854, in which Beatrice 
Morris is Plaintiff and Wardell 
Morris is Defendant, filed in said 
Court on the 10th day of Febru- 
ary, 1960, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of plaintiff and 
against defendant for Judgment of 
Annulment dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 


existing between said parties: 
plaintiff alleges that at time of 
marriage to defendant, defendant 


was legally married to another 
woman and that defendant was 
not legally divorce from =s* d 
woman: plaintiff alleges that de- 
fendant had told plaintiff he was 
legally divorced, when in truth he 
was not and still is not and that 
defendant's wife is still living, but 
her whereabouts is unknown to 
plaintiff; plaintiff further alleges 
that no children were born of this 
marriage to defendant and that no 
community property was acquired: 
plaintiff further requests the Court 
to restore her former name, Bea- 
trice Fennell, to her, and prays for 
relief, general and special; 


| uated 
| State of 
| scribed as follows: A part of Lot 



















































bearing the name of a CI Page 7 February 19, 1960 
All of which more fully appears six '€ City of | hereof, the same being the 28th 
from Plaintiff's First ended Au the day of March A.D., 1960, (which is 
Petition for annulment on file in n the the return day of such citation 
this office, and which reference is Gens State before the Honorable ~t 
here made for all intents and pur- of T feet Court, 53rd Judicial District of 
poses; n W F run- Travis County, Texas, to be held 
If this citation is not served g € nes at the courthouse thereof, ther 
within 90 days after date of its one x (126) and there to show cause why 
issuance, it shall be returned un- fe¢ the ment shall not be rendere 
served f A Be- such taxes, penalties, 1 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR nr costs, 2 
Clerk of the District Courts ot! é I t 
Travis County, Texas ired West and statutory 
Issued and given under my hand of th f Lot for taxes due the 
and the seal of said Court at office five hence taxing units 
in the City of Austin, this the 10th Sout West v 
day of February, 1960 r tance 
O. T. MARTIN, JR., f 1x 
Clerk of the District Courts f I 
Travis County, Texas p j 
By A. E. Jones, Deputy € all thi 
—————— Issued and given 
NOTICE OF INTENTION and seal of said cou > C 
TO INCORPORATE ne of Austin, Travis County, Texas 
Notice is hereby given that the hu 26) feet printed 8th day of February A.D 
partnership between Dave Marks a 1e OF 19H m 
and Ellis 8 Marks under the firm i ence O. T MARTIN, JR 
name of “Dave Marks Butchers’ © t e of Clerk of the District Court 
Supply Co.” was dissolved as of Salt i é Travis County, Texas 
January 1, 1960, and that the part the By Mrs. Chas. H. Kohrs 
ners intend to continue the bus n- Deputy. 
ness and to incorporate under the n the : PEE TE . 
corporate name “Dave Marks exclu- C ITATION BY PL BLICATION 
Butchers’ Supply Co., Inc.”. All nd THE STATE OF TEXAS 
debts due to the said partnership a€ n th TO: Jesse Hutcheson, Defendant 
are to be paid and those due fro taxes aii} in the hereinafter styled and num- 


the same discharged at 910 South 
St. Mary's Street, San Antonio 
Texas, where the said business 
will be continued under the name 
Dave Marks Butchers’ Supply Co 
Inc. 

Dave Marks 

Ellis S. Marks 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


Notice is hereby given that 
Gabriel C. Trevino, Ernesto G 


Lerma and Fred B. Lozano, doing 
business under the firm name of 
East Side Grocery & Market, Inc., 
intend to incorporate such 
without a change of firm_name 
GABRIEL C. TREVINO 
ERNESTO G. LERMA 
FRED B. LOZANO 


firm 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 

In the name and by the author- 
ity of the State of Texas 

No. 114665 

Notice is hereby 
lows: 

To: Hal Hailey and wife, Jans 
E. Hailey, Jimmie B. Card, Fo 
Proctor and wife, Hazel B. Proc- 
tor, W. W. McNeal, Sr., and wife 
Mrs. Willo Graham McNeal 
Robinson; John F. Carruthers ( 
William N. Bumpus, doing busi- 
ness under the assumed name of 
Franklin Norton Co., and the un- 
known owner owners of the 
property hereinafter described or 
any interest therein; the heirs and 
legal representatives and the un- 
known heirs and legal representa- 
tives of each of the above nar d 
and mentioned persons who may 
be deceased; and the corporate 
officers, trustees, receivers and 
stockholders of any of the above 
named or mentioned parties which 
may be corporations, defunct or 
otherwise, together with the suc- 
cessors, heirs and assigns of such 
corporate officers, trustees, receiv 
ers, and stockholders, and any and 
all persons, including adverse 
claimants, owning or having or 
claiming any legal or equitable in- 
terest in or lien upon the follow- 
ing described property delinquent 
to Plaintiff herein, for taxes, to- 


given as fol- 







or 





wit: 

All that certain lot, tract, or 
parcel of land lying and being si'- 
in the County of Travis, 
Texas, known and de- 











na € 
a 
NONE 
ac I 
her 
th 
A 
vi 
A 
he 
ther 
mer pe! 
A Vy aw 
th there 
¢ tr 








Ww nere 
afte e by all 
the all of 
those t ve named 
wt r rein and 
set e tax claims 
aga if 
You are | manded to 
appear such sult on 
the first M he expira- 
tion of forty-tv ) days from 
and afte the date f issuance 







bered causeé 


You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, t« 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of: Austin, 
Travis County, Texas. at or before 


10 o'clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof 
that or before, lf 

Jav the 21st 
ind answer th¢ 
1 Cau 4 N NY 
h T r 


Vora 


ron aintiff's I 
Petition f Divorce file in tt 
office und which reterence s 
here made for all intents and pur- 
poses 
this citation is not served 

within 90 davs after date of Its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk of the District Courts of 


Travis County, Texas 
Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at - 
fice in the City of Austin, this the 
3rd day of February, 1960 
(Seal) O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk of the District Courts 
Travis County, Texas 
By A. E. Jones, Deputy 











HOMAGE TO THE BEST PEO 


AUSTIN 

It was a compliment, in the 
earlier days of Texas, to call 
a man “common”; the word 
was used to mean “unpreten- 
tious.” Not until the dawn of 
refinement, the Gilded Age of 
the 1880's did “common” be- 
come a sweaty, 
word, used only in deroga- 
tion. 


malodorous 


aN gre al t I nine as RIr 
mn in ; no 
‘ ' 
aS : eX} me 
Vv sense? The: 
<i> eer nvtnir rY Y t 
SJ € s 
eo ¢ 
t . iS 2 . 
.} ; } 
n C d 
er to g 
f if C 
r t self $ rec - 
, ) 
se \ 





} ¢ 
5 é log 
$ Augus Tt ‘ 1 was 
; ; , 
n irs » speak n 
. 2 
Charles Ramsdell 
~ . c > 
t ‘ 
y Tb} 
A I if € 2 Cle eec 
ke é $ f eve-t ind 
neyve-ine vere badges f ciass 
Rp ae : 
mut the e wilh inguage as 
badge of class is t matt 
Ww artificia ne aistortea 
or correct or grammatical ‘(which 
e all about the same thing) vou 
° Le " > ;. ™ > > 
make it ne comn es people 
can—and the stupidest f them 
vill—learr pe 
P - 
A fine c lage and team and a 
Stately ca g nous or the 
ther hand vere things out of 
mmor i And et, some 
1 uf eC le hose t cco- 
spitting cattlemen had acquired 
~ es - i + , 
a lot {r e\ imere had to be 
some test f gentilit yefore ne 
could be omiuitte tne elite 
the Best Pe 
Here is where a marriage of con- 
enience n the French phrase 
is inged between the New 
? ‘ + * 
N r S¢ qd nave i 
é i the ney r tne 
) ‘ g it ( S uth vhich 
¢ 





n i distinction i 
Texa F Brazos and 
( ra tive bottoms here 

f tne actua I 
3 2g eirs of Virginia 
aS Cc na aristocrats nad 

« Gc. sn ¢ A | 
mit S 

r i started back 

a genteel traditiorz 

ymong th Si 

ased on le A 5 | 
chival | 


After the debacle of the Civil] 
War, when the young men of the 
planter class were virtually wiped 
out and (tr mone} gone the 
women haa to marry whoever was 


available, in many 


cases parvenus | 
ne ‘ol 


had established 


the late 


lucrative 


Wii ties 
with 
capital, by the 1880's, was n 
ashan Many 
Southern colonels were employed 
as its agents in the South. It had 
employ on a 


enemy Northern 


thing 
t ed of: 


0 be typical 


already ‘begun to 


lavish scale, as its less ostensible | 


agents, Southern’ senators, in a} 
happy liaison that continues in| 
our day 
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| “mi ~+ 
criminaiuon 


ly Was not 


 aemeremyate TRADITION, obvi- 


buried by the 


Civil War, but lives on, taking 
various forms. Sometimes it is a 
vaguely romantic wraith; some- 
times is Viregei i i d othe 
parts of the d South, it is a ruth- 
essiv C SS-C Sc S | tica i 
cni 4 
The doct t the Best People 
Ke the mvt ta tir us 
hel! he stocracy, seen to 
have originated in Virginia. To 
juote Origins of the New 
South, \ W iward 
I R J Au- 
g y rw) [ Eve 
i a ra I 
t S S s reased t 
i " t . 
Any icKWard s.ep may . 
‘ — gis 
A C C tl re- 
s it was the I 
ne R St ¢ U<¢ c 
7, 1882) that ‘The true teaching is 
t caste" i class mus 
ex! gani i societ ana 
it > ting sucn a 
nothing else a return to prim- 
urbaris for they are the 
pre € f veling ctring 
Was espec le n V Z i 
ge ncly r een t gent 
since Mr. Jeffers« nad 
st ga est I f it in the 
Declara Independence et 
ere lasses na ice st - 
ie ve constant grown and 
< me n I irked eact vea 
I emained true that the bes 
Government the world’ was the 
rule of the best people ll men 
n aspire to the highest ranks 
le] caste and each class may 
continue to improve its condi- 


ended.’ 


but there the matter 








were not just the brainstorm of 
an editor is clear from the politi- 
cal history of Virginia since that 
day. There has been nothing in 
the words actions of Senator 
Harry Byrd, for instance, or the 
majority of the Virginia delega- 
tion in Congress to indicate that 
their ideas are any different. To 
go back a few generations (quot- 
ing again from Woodward's inci- 
sive study) 

In Virginia where the first 
representative assembly in the 
New World had met in 1619, the 
convention of 1901 questioned the 
very principle f representativ 
government. The General Assem- 
bly was described as ‘a wild rab- 

le’ which was an enemy of ‘bus!- 
ness interests’ and did more |! n 
than good. A peonle’s 
interes t Said ¢ 
memoer, ‘1 \ t have a 
Legislature te year the 
w I Kn A anytning abou 
t r Lait tn 24 JU t it 


The late great Dem rat Carter 
Glass, at this same convention 
declaimed against submitting the 





nstitution that it wrote to the 
electorate (it was not submitted) 
No body of Virginia gentlemen 
could frame a constitution so ob- 
} noxious that I would be 
willing to submit its fate to 146,- 
1) ignorant Negro voters (great 


q 


also defended the 
thus: “Dis- 


precise- 


applause He 
disfranchising 
Why that 


ypose; that is exact- 


clauses 
is 
ly what we 
ly what 
elected for.’ 
The 
this Virginia constitution were di- 


Negpr 


+ 
> avVCel 


pl 


this convention was 


disfranchising clauses in 


oes Oniy, 


of 


rected not again 


the poorer 


well 


against ciass 


} + 
odut 


whites as 


HE IDEAS of class-conscious 
Virginia have never been pop- 
ular in Texas. The men who 


founded the Republic in 1836, and 
most of the of 
the state for more than half a cen- 


political leaders 


Part I} 


tury, were dedicated to the propo- 


sition forth the greatest 


of 


set 
Virginian 
Houston w friend of 
Jackson and a disciple of 


by 
them all 
Sam as a 
Andrew 
Th 


ymas Jefferson. He once said he 


id “nothing to add” to the ideas 
f the founding fathers 

. 

John H. Reagan was a protege 


f Houston, and his staunch ad- 
mirer, in spite of their difference 
judgment on secession. Reagan 
ecan iillroad commissioner un- 
le! Ja es S Hogg who said: 
Either the people will rule the 


rpora S ¢ e corporations 
vill e the people.” 

T s, the democra tradition 
vas passed from one capable hand 
to another, and the beginning of 
our century saw it flourishing still 

East Texas, with its small farm- 
ers, in some ways the most South- 


ern part of the state, has been the 


stronghold of Jacksonian democ- 
racy since the beginning 


It was not until the cities began 
to grow,,during the 1880's, that the 
Best People began to form them- 
selves into a class. Since then their 
influence has grown steadily. They 
were 
were the strength of Shivers. The 
Dallas News has been 


of this philosophy since 


the organ 


ing 


They now cont: every con- 


siderable newspaper in Texas. But 
one result of this control is that 
subscribers have simply stopped 
reading editorials. This defection 
neutralizes to a serious degree the 


political power of the press, 


as we 


Ralph 


have in th ase f 


Yarborough 


seen 


The Best People as a class car 
be detined as the Country Club 
Set Of course tnere l a much 





larger class that works for them 


and is eager to do their bidding. 
Whether the Best People will ever 


succeed in stabilizing their posi- 


! tion in Texas so as to firm them- 


the opposition to Hogg. They | 


its found-| 


into a permanent aris- 
tocracy, a status they would des- 
perately attain, time will 
tell. But the chances, it seems, are 
against them 


selves up 


like to 


No has suc- 
ceeded in surviving long without 
(1) taking upon itself so- 


aristocracy ever 


either 


cial responsibility, that is, paying 
for its privileges by performing 
services; or else (2) resorting to 


most ruthless 


the 


The first 


repression. 


program entails 


per- 


sonal sacrifices for the public 
good: taking the leadership in 


movements for general welfare; 
submitting gladly to taxation for 
social ssistance making gener- 
ous contributions to the arts and 


n entails such 


drastic steps as closing down the 
University of Texas and hanging 
the editor of the Texas Observer 

The augury, at this writing, is 
not fav le x them 








(Tom Haggard, a student at the 
University of Texas, has not lost 
faith the present'—nor even 
he future! He was in charge last 
veek of student nned booths in 

wntown Austin on Congress 

venue and on the Drag at the 
University of Texas to obtain sig- 
natures on petitions to the state 
Democratic executive committee 
askin submission to the voters 
f a constitutional amendment 


abolishing the poll tax as a pre- 
voting. Thus, he is 
impartial on this subject; not 
even nonpartisan, like the League 
of Women Voters: 
something, which 
also for something, and _ not 
eshamed of it! We are so over- 
whelmed, we cannot decline his 
fascinating report on his experi- 
ences with the people. First, how- 
ever, that there may be no mistak- 
ing his bias, we quote him on the 
poll tax: “I am against the poll 
tax because it denies certain seg- 
ments of our population the right 
te vote. I think the poll tax keeps 
a lot of people from voting, espe- 
those the lower income 
groups, who just can’t afford it.” 
He is a Young Democrat, a junior 
government student from Austin, 
and a member of a Stevenson for 
President club. So you this 
from a young man 


Or 


not 


against 
he 


he is 


implies is 


cially in 


see, 


is an article 


whom the beatniks have not se- 
duced, the mockers have not re- 
duced, and the conformists have 


not successfully traduced. He is, 


ll voung.—Ed.) 


of course ct 


AUSTIN 


Despite growing suburban- 
itis, the staccato pulse of this 
nation can stall be felt on 
“Main Street, U.S.A.” Here 
people—all kinds of people— 
of all classes, dispositions, oc- 
cupations, and opinions, shop. 
conduct business, kill time, 
and in general busy them- 
selves; each pursuing his own 
interests and oblivious to the 
others he is immersed in. 
While each individual is only 
an aspect of the whole, alto- 
gether they constitute that 
evasive tribe called “Amer- 
icans.” 


As much as Americans hate 
taxes and supposedly love democ- 
racy, one would think that an 


anti-poll tax petition, which ap- 
peals to both emotions, would be 


a tremendous success. Unfortun- 
ately, however, Texas Americans 
still have some even more basic 
prejudices which keep this from 
being so 

Recently I helped man an anti- 
poll tax petition booth on Con- 


gress Avenue in downtown Austin. 
All day I cajoled, argued, and 
pleaded with; talked and ex- 


and the Poll Tax 


| plained to; shouted and smiled at 
{and got to know America 
There were roughly four cate- 


gories of Americans 
the booth that d The first 


the anti-poll 


passe d 
ay were 


enthusiastic taxers 


They rushed up and_ eagerly 
Signed with not so much as a 


word of appeal from us. One sweet 
little lady was so ebullient about 


our project, after signing she went 





gayly up the street cornering sur- 
prised shoppers impressing on 
them the vileness of the poll tax 


We last saw her as she bore down 
an enormous = and 
amazed Negro lady urging her and 
“everyone with a 
Negro blood in their veins” 
and sign the petition 

Another lady, 
in on her life history in 
eral movement and 
her discharge from some European 
Revolutionary Army, tried to give] 
us a donation. We had to turn her 
down, but we did arm her with a 
blank petition sheet and sent her | 
off to “fight” again 

Then there that 
weren't for the who 
wouldn't stop on their own initia- 
tive. In the few seconds that they 
could hear enough for 
just three short sentences, it was 
our job to convince these people 
to register their protest. It became 
a personal challenge for us to win| 
these souls to the It was| 
a real joy when someone would 
go past, hesitate, and then| 
turn around and sign the petition. | 


on equally 
drop of 
to go 


else 


after filling 
the lib-| 


showing us 


those 


poll tax but 


were 


us, time 


cause 





stop 





HEN CAME the passive pro-poll | 

taxers. The first sub-species « f | 
this group were the 
With grim faces they brushed by/| 
and ignored our admonitions with- | 
out a flicker of the eye. Next in 
this group the 
propers who politely 
“I believe in the poll tax,” and 
hurried on. 


“ignorees.” | 


were 


very said, | 


} 
prim-and| 
| 


The most infuriating bunch were} 
the “laughers.” These gen- | 
erally young women who no 
doubt never had a_ political} 
thought in their heads and who| 
viewed politics as a somewhat | 
silly game. They would approach | 
the booth, read the sign and then | 
turn to their companions and 
laugh! In about the same category 
were the men who would read the 
sign and then say with consider- 
able scorn and cynicism, 
poll tax petition?’’ Then 
would utter a sarcastic little laugh 
and look at us as if we were sell- 
ing tickets to the moon. Yes, the 
laughers got us down; for pro or 
con, there is really nothing at all 
funny about the whole thing 


were 


“anti- 


they 


The last group I shall mention 
were the violent advocates of the 
poll tax. They were the oncs who 








|; with amazed disbelief if I 


poll tax. After 


| 
T 
| those 


stopped to tell us why we were 
Ww ng and t argue, sometimes 
bitterly and at length, with us 
The love pposition I suppose! 
Those A » refused to sign the 
petition all had pretty stock rea- 


“_ 
e National Associa- 
of 
and the anti-poll tax 


sons. Some of them were: am 
a member of th 
tion for the Advancement 


White Peopl: 


drive is just an effort to get the 
nigger vote”; or “I don't want no 
lazy niggers off-setting my vote.” 

One young man who thought 
the petitior incredulous asked 


was 


actually willing for “someone too 
») pay $1.75 to nullify my 
One of the most common 
was, “Ch no, I'm for the 
of it 
lot of old 


bother to sign 


poor t 
vote 

answers 
dollar 
1e scrools.” A 


wouldn't 


all, a 
goes to tn 
people 
because put it, “I’m exempt 


as one 


now, why should I sign?” 

One lady who kept coming back 
argue With us about it 
that those who did not 
to go out and 


tO 


all day to 
maintained 
have enough sense 
earn $1.75 were too stupid to vote 
anyway. She had the vague notion 


that if the poll tax was abolished, 


all the candidates would rush 
down the poorer sections of 
town giving away quarters to all 


who for them. 
Onewery well-dressed lady mut- 
tered “communists” as she passed 
We assume that she was joking, 
since she then turned and smiled 


would vote 


back at us. She was still shaking 
her head in disagreement, how- 
ever 


HEN WE MOVED over by the 
University we found the re- 
less extreme. The atmos- 
was apathetic compared to 


sponse 
phere 
downtown 
used to petitions. With the excep- 
tion of the one friendly, articulate 
English all the other 


university people are 


professor, 


| professors who passed viewed us 
| like we had the 


plague. The only 
bit of enjoyable color came from 
a jolly, liberal English-American 
who had choice comments 
on Texas politics. Most of the stu- 
dents on the 
or didn’t sign. We did have 
of however 


some 


drag simply signed 

a lot 
“lJaughers,” 
WAS WONDERFUL to meet 
people who believed 
men to vote and who 


in 


allowing al 


were willing to do their part in 
working toward a complete de- 
mocracy in Texas. But it was 


somewhat discouraging to meet s 
many proud Southerners, so many 
believers the 

gence correlation, so 


in money-intelli- 

many laugh- 
crs, jidn't under- 
stand and so many who just didn't 
care. But I that’s just 
America 


many who 


So 


Ruess 


TOM HAGGARD 
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